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Leadership transition and succession

Smooth transitions unusual in Australia

· 24 of 25 former prime ministers defeated or ejected by own party

The “footnote factor”

· pattern of long-term leaders followed by short-term leaders who lose elections

Recent orderly transitions

· Carr to Iemma in NSW

· Gallop to Carpenter in WA

· Beattie to Bligh in Qld

· Bracks to Brumby in Victoria

Recent forced departures

· Martin to Henderson in NT

· Iemma to Rees in NSW

· Lennon to Bartlett in Tasmania

· Nelson to Turnbull in Liberal Party

Two points about succession:

· Party organisation must look beyond the present

· Good leadership requires attention to succession

Howard and Costello

· Howard’s dominance + lack of confidence in PC + failure to address issue of succession

Case studies in succession:

· The brutal removal of Frank Walsh in SA

· The smooth succession to Henry Bolte in Victoria

· The bad transition from Bob Askin in NSW

