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SYLLABUS
Throughout the Western world, established party systems are being challenged by the emergence of new parties both on the Left and on the Right, and there is also a convergence where once there was clear cut difference. These developments are taking place against a general loss of confidence and trust in politics, and a fragmentation of previously soli voting allegiances. This course examines the role of the Australian party system and traces its historical development. It will look at the ‘cartelisation’ of the party system, the values and operations of the major parties, the rise of new parties and the regulatory environment. The course will also examine the reasons for the weakening of the party system, such as globalisation, economic restructuring, the rise of neo-liberalism and the influence of new social movements. 
CONTENT
The course lectures will be augmented by a range of guest speakers, including party officials and members of parliament. Students are encouraged to attend all lectures as the guest speakers will be regarded as primary source material for coursework, including the major research essay, tutorial papers and a group project.
WEBSITE

A website will be maintained for the course. Students are advised to consult it frequently for useful information that will be posted and news and events in relation to the course. Any late changes in the program will be posted on the webpage.
TEXT
There is no reading brick for the course. The key textbook is:
Ian Marsh (ed.), Political Parties in Transition? (Federation Press, 2006).

Other useful texts (but not mandatory) are:

Maddox, Graham (2005) Australian Democracy in Theory and Practice (5th ed), Sydney
Jaensch, Dean (1989) Power Politics: Australia’s Party System, Allen & Unwin, Sydney

For students unfamiliar with Australian politics, a most useful background text is: Foundations of Australian Politics, (2006) Richard Eccleston, Paul Williams, Robyn Hollander (eds.); Frenchs Forest, NSW : Pearson Education Australia 

Far more detailed is Rodney Smith (2001) Australian Political Culture, Frenchs Forest, NSW : Pearson Education Australia. It defines Australian political culture and political sociology by exploring different approaches to culture and politics. It examines collective values and assumptions regarding politics.

Also highly recommended is Andrew Parkin, John Summers and Dennis Woodward (eds.) (2006) Government, politics, power and policy in Australia / (8th ed.) Frenchs Forest, NSW : Pearson Education Australia. (Earlier editions also useful).

LECTURES
First lecture: Wednesday 23 July

Wednesday 9-10am (Manning Clark 2)
Thursday 2-3pm (Manning Clark 2)

TUTORIALS
No tutorials in first week. Tutorial classes begin Week 2.
Tuesday 11AM- 12 HA 2162

Tuesday 12 MIDDAY-1PM HA 2162

Tuesday 2PM-3 CRISP G015

Tuesday 3PM-4 CRISP G015
Wednesday 11AM-12 BALDESSIN W119
Wednesday 12 MIDDAY-1PM BALDESSIN W120
 Wednesday 4PM-5 BALDESSIN W107
ASSESSMENT
Research essay (60%)

Tutorial paper (20%)

Group project OR examination (15%)

Tutorial assessment (5%)
SCOPE OF THE COURSE

The course consists of a detailed examination of the social origins and historical evolution of political parties in Australia. The course will examine how parties organise, how they represent themselves to the electorate and how they each, in distinctive ways, project an image of the nation with which they seek to identify. It will also examine the rise and fall of smaller parties. Other areas of inquiry include a look at voter identification and allegiance, the rise of new parties on the right and left and the challenges posed to the traditional party system by such phenomena as globalisation, economic restructuring and the emergence of new social movements. 

The aim of the course is to critically analyse Australian political parties and to locate debates about them in a broader political and social context.

Consultation
Student consultation by appointment. Email is best way to arrange
Essay
The major piece of assessment for the course is a research essay of 2500-3000 words. It is due by 5pm Thursday 25 September. Marks will be deducted in accordance with School policy for late submission. Marks will also be deducted for wordage beyond 3100.
All students will be assumed to have a thorough knowledge of the School’s Essay Writing Guide. Clear and simple English is required, as is referencing of an academic standard. 
All students must consult this document, dealing with plagiarism and academic honesty, before writing their essay. It details what constitutes plagiarism, and outlines the Faculty policy and procedures to deal with plagiarism.
http://arts.anu.edu.au/student_information/current/rules/plagiarism.asp
If you have any questions concerning the content, please discuss them with your tutor or course co-ordinator. In this course, we strictly abide by these Faculty guidelines. There are no exceptions. It is a policy of zero tolerance. 
Essay topics
1. ‘The Greens are a party of the extreme Left.’ Discuss.

2. Is class a factor in determining contemporary political allegiance? How has political allegiance changed over the past 50 years?

3. Critically analyse the relationships between the Liberal Party and the business community.

4. Do The Nationals have a future?

5. What is the nature of the link between trade unions and the Labor Party? Is it a help or a hindrance to the ALP to have union affiliation? How accurate was the portrayal of the Labor Party by the coalition as being “union dominated” in the 2007 election campaign?

6. Where do the Howard Liberals stand in the Liberal tradition? What was Howard’s personal and ideological appeal to voters in the 2004 election?

7. Are Australian political parties, and Australian politics generally, male dominated? How do you account for the fact the Britain, Canada and New Zealand have each had female prime ministers, while Australia has not? 

8. What are the qualities necessary in a leader to successfully rebuild a political party?  Discuss with reference to at least two case studies.

9. How convincing are the arguments by Ian Marsh and others for an Australian political party cartel?

10. Australian voters do not change governments lightly. What are the key factors that tip the balance? Discuss with reference to at least two changes of government at federal or state level.

11. What are the main challenges faced by the Liberal Party in opposition? How have the Liberals fared before when forced into opposition after a period in government?

12. What is the support base for Family First? Is it a viable long-term party?

13. ‘To put itself forward to govern the country, a party must be a plausible representative of the country as a whole”. (Judith Brett, ‘Relaxed and Comfortable’). Discuss with reference to the 2004 and 2007 Federal elections.

14. Analyse the reasons behind the 1909 Fusion of the Free Traders and Protectionists. What were the implications for the Australian party system?

Group project

Students are encouraged to work together in small teams on a group research project which aims to examine in detail certain key aspects of the course as well as develop practical research and co-operative skills. Students may select a project from the list below and research teams will be formed in the second lecture of week one, a maximum of ten students per group, and a minimum of three. More than one group; can work on a similar project. Time will be set aside in the program for group consultation, but it is expected much of the work and the necessary co-ordination will take place outside formal classes. Students who would prefer not to work in a group may be offered the option of sitting an unseen exam.
1. Report for ALP on Mark Latham as leader

2. Analyse for the Liberal Party the performance to date of Brendan Nelson as Opposition Leader

3. Analysis of Nationals’ performance in 2007

4. Analysis of Liberal performance in 2007

5. Assessment of 2007 electoral campaign

6. Report on future of Australian Democrats

7. Draw up a coalition agreement

8. Devise a platform and structure for a new political party (Consultant to new Clean Government Party in NSW)

9. Report for the Liberal Party on Eden-Monaro

10. Report for Liberal Party on Bennelong

11. Analysis of Greens’ Senate campaign in ACT in 2007

12. Devise a strategy for the Liberal Party in 2010 election

13. A report on the pros and cons of a national merger between Libs and Nationals

14. Report to government on election financing

15. Devise an election strategy for the ACT Liberals for the 2008 election

16. Analyse the Liberal Party performance in the 2007 NSW election

Assessment: A single mark will be given to each report. Its length will be determined by the number of people working on it with an expected contribution of 500 words per participant. So, if eight students are working on a project, the final report will need to be in the vicinity of 4000 words. The report will need to be properly referenced where applicable and is expected to be supported by documentary material.

Due date: 5pm Wednesday 29 October.
Tutorial paper
All students will be required to lead discussion in a tutorial. Topics will be allocated in the first tutorials in week 2. Students leading the discussion are expected to prepare and present a paper on the broad topic for that week. The presentation is then to be submitted in the form of a fully referenced paper of between 1200 to 1500 words. Marks will be deducted for words in excess of 1500. The paper may be submitted at any time up to 5pm Friday 24 October. No papers will be accepted after this date. 
Tutorial attendance and participation are expected but not compulsory. Participation is worth up to 5% for those who attend a MINIMUM OF 5 TUTORIALS. Those who attend fewer than 5 tutorials will receive a zero mark for participation.
Provisional lecture program
Guest speakers have been selected over a wide range of areas directly relevant to this course. The format will generally be a short introduction and an overview of their experiences and an explanation of their role. The discussion will then be opened to questions from the audience. Such questions should elicit useful material for class discussion, essays and group projects. To make this format work students are expected to do some background reading and thinking before the lectures, and to prepare carefully considered and researched questions
Week 1:  21/7

Political parties: An introduction and overview

Origins of the Australian Party system

(Discussion and allocation of group projects)

Week 2: 28/7

Guest speaker: Norm Kelly: Australian Democrats
The Labor Party

Week 3: 4/8

Prime Ministers and Parties (Mr David Adams)

Guest speaker: The Hon. Bob McMullan MP

Week 4: 11/8

Guest speaker: Mr Brian Loughnane, Federal Director, Liberal Party of Australia
Guest speaker: Brad Henderson, Federal director, The Nationals

Week 5: 18/8

Minor parties

Guest speakers: Ric Hingee & Jane Tullis, Community Alliance Party

Week 6: 25/8

Party Convergence

Party re-building: Five case studies (Menzies, Bolte, Askin, Whitlam, Wran)

(Project update)

Week 7: 1/9
Guest speaker: Tim Gartrell, National Secretary, Australian Labor Party

Political organisation and finance/The politics of coalition

(Project update)

Week 8: 8/9
TBA

Thursday 2pm: Guest speaker: Senator Kate Lundy ‘Women and the Labor Party’
Week 9: 15/9
Guest speaker: The Greens (Katrina Willis)
Political leadership and transition

Week 10: 22/9

Kevin Rudd and the Labor Party (24/ 9am) Dr Rick Kuhn

TBA
Mid-semester break

Week 11: 13/10

TBA

John Howard and the Liberal Party (15/10 2pm) Dr Wayne Errington

Week 12 20/10

Women in politics: A Forum (TBA)

The future of political parties
TUTORIAL TOPICS AND READING GUIDE
WEEK 1: No tutorials

WEEK 2: Topic allocation

Discussion: What is the party cartel theory?

Readings:

Marsh, Ch 1, ‘Australia’s political cartel?’, esp. pp. 1-13

Marsh, Ch 2, (Jaensch) ‘Party structures and processes)

R. Katz & P. Mair, 1995, ‘Changing Models of Party Organizations and Party Democracy: The Emergence of the Cartel Party’, Party Politics 1 (1) pp. 5-28.

G. Sartori, Parties and Party Systems, 1976.
P. Loveday, W. Parker & R. Martin (eds.) The Emergence of the Australian Party System, 1977. 

D. Aitkin, Stability and Change in Australian Politics, 1977.

R. Dalton & M. Wattenburg, Parties Without Partisans, 2000.

WEEK 3: The Labor Party
What circumstances gave rise to the Labor Party?
How has the party changed since its foundation?

What characterises the modern day Labor Party?

Readings:
Marsh, Ch 3, Ch 4, Ch 5.

M. Simms (ed.) The Paradox of Parties: Australian Political Parties in the 1990s, 1996.

I. Ward, 1991, ‘The changing organisational nature of Australia’s political parties’, Commonwealth and Comparative Politics, vol 29(2), pp. 153-174.

P. Kelly, The End of Certainty, 1992.

A. Calwell, Labor’s Role in Modern Society, 1965

D. Jaensch, The Hawke-Keating Hijack, 1989

M. Latham, The Latham Diaries, 2005

T. Gartrell, ‘The Australian Labor Party’ in Warhurst and Simms (eds.) Mortgage Nation: The 2004 Election, 2005

G. Maddox, The Hawke Government and Labor Tradition, 1989

B. Jones, Coming to the Party: Where to Next for Labor, 2006

A. Crabb, Losing it – the inside story of Labor in Opposition, 2005

WEEK 4:  Prime Ministers and Parties
Examine the relationship between prime ministers and their parties.
Is this a different relationship in the Labor Party as compared to the Liberal Party?

What are the problems regarding parties faced by prime ministers?

Examine the relationship of party and PM in a single case study.

What tensions might Kevin Rudd expect with the ALP?

Readings:
Marsh, Ch 2

J. Walter and P. Strangio, No Prime Minister: reclaiming politics from leaders, 2007

M. Grattan, (ed.) Australian Prime Ministers, 2000.

G. Freudenberg, A Certain Grandeur: Gough Whitlam in Politics, 1977.
P. Weller, Malcolm Fraser PM, 1989

P. Weller, Menzies to Keating: the development of the Australian prime ministership, 1992

Alan Reid, The Gorton Experiment, 1971
I. Hancock, National and Permanent? 2000

I. Hancock, John Gorton: he did it his way, 2002

W. Errington & P. van Onselen, John Winston Howard, 2007

WEEK 5: Conservative political parties

Is the term ‘anti-Labor’ an accurate one?

Examine Sir Keith Hancock’s distinction between the party of initiative and the parties of resistance? Is it a fair one?

What is the main role for a conservative party?

Readings:
M. Simms (ed.) The Paradox of Parties: Australian Political Parties in the 1990s, 1996.
J. Brett, Australian Liberals and the Modern Middle Class, 2003

J. Brett, Robert Menzies’ Forgotten People, 1992

G. Barns, What’s Wrong with the Liberal Party? 2004

I. Ward, 1991, ‘The changing organisational nature of Australia’s political parties’, Commonwealth and Comparative Politics, vol 29(2), pp. 153-174.

P. Kelly, The End of Certainty, 1992
K. Hancock, Australia, 1930.

I. Hancock, National and Permanent? 2000

I. Hancock, ‘The Rise of the Liberal Party’ in R. Manne (ed.) The Australian Century, 1999

G. Henderson, Menzies’ Child, 1997

M. Simms, A Liberal Nation, 1982

P. Tiver, The Liberal Party: principles and performance, 1978

D. Adams, ‘The Leadership Contest’ in in Warhurst and Simms (eds.) Mortgage Nation: The 2004 Election, 2005

WEEK 6: Minor parties

What role do minor parties play in the Australian party system?

Are minor parties unfairly excluded by a ‘cartel’?

What happened to the Australian democrats?

Give an account of the rise of a minor party.

Readings:
Marsh, Ch 7, Warhurst ‘The Nationals and the Democrats’

Marsh, Ch 6 Vromen and Turnbull, ‘The Australian Greens: Challengers to the cartel.’

M. Leach (ed) The Rise and Fall of One Nation, 2000

B. Brown and P. Singer, The Greens, 1996

D. Jaensch and D. Mathieson, A Plague on Both Your Houses: Minor Parties in Australia, 1998

H. Manning, 2002, ‘The Australian Greens and the handicap of left legacies, Australian Quarterly, May-June

J. Warhurst, Keeping the Bastards Honest, 1997

P. Reynolds, The Democratic Labor Party, 1974

N. Kelly, ‘Determining Parliamentary Parties – A Real Status Symbol’, Democratic Audit of Australia, 2004.

WEEK 7: Party convergence/Party rebuilding

To what extent have the major parties converged?

What are the reasons driving convergence?

Is democratic choice being limited by convergence?

What is the relationship between leadership and party revival?

Readings:
Marsh, Ch 1, Ch 6

I. Marsh, ‘Political Integration and the Outlook for Australian Party System’, in P. Boreham (ed.) The Politics of Australian Society, 2000

M. Goot, ‘Party Convergence Reconsidered’, Australian Journal of Political Science, 39 (1), 2004

N. Abjorensen, Leadership and the Liberal Revival: Bolte, Askin and the Post-war Ascendancy, 2007

G. Freudenberg, A Certain Grandeur: Gough Whitlam in Politics, 1977

B. Dale, Ascent to Power: Wran and the Media, 1985

T. Conley, ‘The Domestic Politics of Globalisation’, Australian Journal of Political Science, Vol. 36 (2), pp. 223-246.

WEEK 8: No tutorials

WEEK 9: Political Organisation and Finance/Politics of Coalition
How democratic are parties in their internal affairs?
What are the arguments for and against public funding?

Should political donations be more or less regulated?

How do tensions arise in a coalition agreement?

Readings:
Marsh, Ch 2, 3

A. Gauja, ‘Enforcing Party Democracy’, Democratic Audit of Australia, 2006

G. Johns, ‘Party democracy: An Audit of Australian Parties’, Australian Journal of Political Science, 35 (3), 2000

B. Bowden, P. Brent, D. Jaensch, ‘Australian Political Parties in the Spotlight’, Democratic Audit of Australia, Report No 4, 2005

C. Sharman, ‘Political Parties’ in J. Brett et al (eds.), Developments in Australian Politics, 1994

I. Ward, 1991, ‘The changing organisational nature of Australia’s political parties’, Commonwealth and Comparative Politics, vol 29(2), pp. 153-174.

B. Costar (ed.), For Better or Worse: the federal coalition, 1994

W. Riker, The Theory of Political Coalitions, 1962
C. Mershon, The Costs of Coalition, 2002

WEEK 10: Political leadership and transition

What is political leadership?

How does it differ from other forms of leadership? 
Illustrate successful and unsuccessful leadership

What are the dynamics of leadership transition?

Illustrate a successful leadership transition

Readings:
J. Blondel,  Political Leadership: Towards a General Analysis, 1987
J. MacGregor Burns, Leadership, 1978
R. C. Tucker,   Politics as Leadership, 1981.

D. Kemp, 1973, ‘A Leader and a Philosophy’, in Henry Mayer (ed.), Labor to Power: Australia’s 1972 Election
N. Abjorensen, Leadership and the Liberal Revival: Bolte, Askin and the Post-war Ascendancy, 2007

D. Adams, ‘Staying On’, in C. Aulich and R.Wettenhall, John Howard’s Fourth Government, 2008

J. Walter and P. Strangio, No Prime Minister: reclaiming politics from leaders, 2006

W. Errington & P. van Onselen, John Winston Howard, 2007
WEEK 11: Kevin Rudd and Labor/ John Howard and the Liberals

How have Rudd and Howard changed their parties? (choose one)
What did Rudd bring to Labor that it lacked?

What is Howard’s legacy to the Liberals?

Readings:
W. Errington & P. van Onselen, John Winston Howard, 2007

G. Rundle, ‘The Opportunist: John Howard and the Triumph of Reaction’, Quarterly Essay 3, 2001

N. Stuart, Kevin Rudd, 2007

R. Manne (ed.) Dear Mr Rudd, 2008

G. Barns, What’s Wrong with the Liberal Party? 2004

J. Brett, Australian Liberals and the Modern Middle Class, 2003

J. Brett, ‘Exit Right: The Unravelling of John Howard’, Quarterly Essay 28, 2007
J. Brett, ‘Relaxed and Comfortable’, Quarterly Essay 19, 2005
N. Abjorensen, John Howard and the Conservative Tradition, 2008

N. Abjorensen, ‘Correspondence – Reply to Brett,’ Quarterly Essay 20, 2008
W. Bowtell, ‘Correspondence – Reply to Brett,’ Quarterly Essay 20, 2008
WEEK 12: No tutorials
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