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Introduction 
 
This course explores the nature of Australian democracy, and is designed to build 
on a developing understanding of the dynamics of the Australian political system 
and its institutions. The course approaches Australian politics from both a 
theoretical and comparative perspective, and opens by considering various 
theories of democracy, including liberal, pluralist, feminist and Marxist 
perspectives. It also examines the origins of democracy in Australia and its 
historical development, and seeks to establish whether and to what extent 
Australian democracy has its own distinctive character. How resilient is it and 
how has it coped with crises at both state and federal levels? The course will also 
look at comparisons between Australia’s democracy and its institutions and those 
in a number of other countries. 
 
The first broad conceptual aim of this course is to introduce students to some of the many 
meanings and interpretations of democracy and then to apply some of in a critical examination of 
Australian democracy. We will also look, through the course, at how the Australian experience 
compares with democracy elsewhere, and one of the key questions that will be posed is whether 
Australian democracy is at all distinctive and, if it is, how is it distinctive, and how does this 
distinctiveness manifest itself. Another question that will be repeatedly posed is: how democratic 
is Australia? What are the failings and limitations of democratic practice and why do they occur? 
Can we – and even should we – be more democratic? Is there too much democracy? What is the 
compromise between good governance and limitations on democracy?   
 
Along the way we will look at Australian democracy from a number of critical ideological and 
theoretical perspectives – liberal, Marxist, feminist  – and also look at specific issues and 
functions of the state to try to understand how they interact with democratic ideals and practices. 
Some of these will include the workings of the electoral system and the federation, and we will 
also look at specific contemporary issues and how they are addressed within the democratic 
framework. 
 
Australian democracy has over the years drawn a stream of critical appraisal and we will look at 
some of the better known critics and what they have had to say. We will also look outside the 
political mainstream and the actors seeking to radically change and subvert the system. And we 
will also look at the resilience of Australian democracy and how it has coped with crisis. 
 
The course is not strictly chronological in its structure and scope, although we do start with the 
beginnings of democratic thought and early democratic experiments in colonial Australia and 
continue through to the last lecture where we will looking into the future for Australian democracy 
and pondering the opportunities and challenges ahead. 
 
The second, broader aim of the course is to encourage an appreciation and deeper understanding 
of the social and political complexities of a modern post-industrial liberal democracy and the 
many contending and conflicting forces at work within it. In the course of the months ahead we 
will be looking at issues of power, influence, authority, legitimacy, coercion, conflict, interests, 
policy-making, bureaucracy, political communication and accountability. We will also be looking 
at variations on simple electoral democracy, such as deliberative democracy, and also the concept 
of political leadership in a democratic society We will use these and other concepts to examine 
some of the major institutions, both formal and informal, of Australian politics, often in a 
comparative perspective. Students will explore the Constitution, Federalism, Parliament, Cabinet, 
the Electoral System, Interest Groups, Social Movements, the Media and Think-Tanks. 
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Clearly, the primary focus is on Australian Politics but as we examine a number of Australian 
political institutions and developments we will also be exploring some of the major concepts 
utilised by political scientists as they analyse political life, such as the rise of populism. 
 

The course aims to provide the following outcomes:  

1. Knowledge of the origin, evolution and development of democratic thought in 
Australia.  

2. An exploration of contending interpretations of Australian democracy.  
3. A capacity to critically evaluate social and political processes.  
4. An awareness of the significance and centrality of popular sovereignty in a 

democracy  
5. An ability to measure democratic processes against international criteria.  

 

 



POLS2103 Australian Democracy 

 6 

 

Course co-ordinator 

 

�

����������	
�����
���

�

Research and teaching interests 

�

Australian politics and political history  

Australian State politics  

political thought and theory  

radical democracy  

politics of popular culture  

the culture wars  

political leadership  

political biography  

the Liberal Party  

Australian conservatism  

liberalism  

neo-conservatism  
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Lectures 

 
There are two one-hour lectures each week:   
 

·  Mondays at 2 pm and   
·  Wednesdays at midday  

 
in the Copland Building (Bldg 24) COP GO30. 
 
Summaries of each lecture will be available on the website each week. In most cases, lectures will 
also be taped. 
 

Tutorials 
 
 

You attend one tutorial (at the same time and in the same place) each week. 
You can register for a tutorial online through the Faculty of Arts Tutorial Sign Up System 
provided that you are using an ANU or college computer. This system also allows you to change 
tutorials in the first two weeks of the semester. After that time you must contact the course 
coordinator, Dr Norman Abjorensen, to enrol in or change tutorials. His e-mail is: 
norman.abjorensen@anu.edu.au 
 
If you have not enrolled at a tutorial please do so by going to http://arts.anu.edu.au/tutorials/ 
 
Tutorial arrangements will be discussed at the first lecture. 

The tutorials are an integral part of the course. This is where the discussion takes 
place, where ideas are tested, where the real learning is done. Students at this level are 
expected to drive tutorials, so they should come prepared not with just readings but 
with arguments and observations of their own. Disagreement is encouraged; civility is 
mandatory. Note: Tutorial attendance is compulsory. 
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Consultation 
 
Dr Abjorensen will be available for consultation by appointment. 
 
 

Administrative problems 
 
If you have an administrative problem – with, say, needing to change your tutorial group – see 
Dr Abjorensen. His room is Copland 2120. His e-mail address appears above. 
 

Academic problems 
 
If you have an academic problem (having difficulty writing your essay, say) or a personal 
problem that is affecting your work (illness, for example) you should discuss the matter with your 
tutor.  
 

Assistance of various kinds 
 
The ANU offers a range of assistance on a range of matters. For a full range of the ANU’s 
services go to: http://students.anu.edu.au/# 
Pay particular attention to Student Services and Study Resources. 
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Assessment 

The main piece of assessment is a research essay comprising 50% of the mark. A 
tutorial paper based on an oral presentation will comprise 20% and a choice between a 
second paper of 1500 words OR an exam will comprise 30%.  If a student has not 
submitted a second paper by 29 May it will be assumed that the student will sit the 
exam.  
 
Please note that tutorial attendance is compulsory, and students must attend a 
minimum of seven tutorials for a short paper to be accepted or to sit the 
examination. 
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* Except for students giving presentations in Week 3 who will be given two weeks to submit.  
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Essay 

The research essay is compulsory and carries 50% of the marks for assessment. It 
must be an original work. All students must consult this document, dealing with 
plagiarism and academic honesty, before writing their essay. It details what 
constitutes plagiarism (see below), and outlines the Faculty policy and procedures to 
deal with plagiarism. 

http://arts.anu.edu.au/student_information/current/rules/plagiarism.asp 

If you have any questions concerning the content, please discuss them with your tutor 
or course co-ordinator. In this course, we strictly abide by these Faculty guidelines. 
There are no exceptions. It is a policy of zero tolerance. 

The essay has a maximum word length of 2500. Penalties will apply if this is 
exceeded.  

Annotated bibliography 

The essay must also contain a bibliography in which four items are critically 
annotated. The object of this exercise is to help develop useful skills in critical 
reading of texts as opposed to just browsing material and soaking up information. 

An annotation should properly describe the content and focus of the work; suggest its  
usefulness to your research; and evaluate its method, conclusions, or reliability. For 
example: What point is the author actually making? What ideas and evidence are used 
to support this view?  

Essay questions 

 
1. You are Alexis de Tocqueville. In 1831, instead of crossing the Atlantic to the 

United States, you time-travel to Australia in 2009. Write an account of 
‘Democracy in Australia’. 

 
2. How distinctive is Australian democracy? Discuss with reference to at least 

two other countries. 
 

3. Is Donald Horne’s The Lucky Country a fair account of Australia in the 1960s? 
Are any of his observations still relevant and valid today? 

 
4. Is Australia’s electoral system fair and democratic?  Examine critical views 

and proposals for improvement. 
 

5. How has Australian democracy responded to crisis? Discuss with reference to 
two or more political crises involving the federal or state governments. 

 
6. Who rules Australia? 
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7. Why did the Australian colonies join together in a Federation? Were there any 

alternatives to federation?  
 

8. What possibilities exist in Australia today, at any level of government, for 
greater participation by the people?  What are the obstacles to greater 
participation? 
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Tutorial paper 

All students are required to present a tutorial paper during the semester. It is expected 
that students presenting the paper will read widely beyond the brick readings. It is 
important to note that there are set topics but no set questions: part of the exercise is 
in problematising the issue. In other words, you are asked to devise a question or an 
issue that your paper will address drawing broadly on the relevant lecture from the 
previous week and the reading list. The reading list in this guide suggests key issues 
for each week, but these are guidelines only, aimed at assisting reading for the week. 
You are free to disregard them altogether. 

You are encouraged to seek relevant material beyond the suggested reading list. 
Students presenting papers are expected to speak for no more than 15 minutes. They 
will be required to mount an argument and marshal evidence to support that argument. 
It is expected that after delivering the paper the student will lead discussion on the 
issues raised and defend the arguments. It is expected that all students at the very least 
will have read the brick readings and, preferably, attended the relevant lecture. The 
paper, fully referenced, must be submitted within a week. The written paper does not 
have to correspond exactly with the oral presentation as the student may well wish to 
take on board material generated from discussion or to revise an argument in light of 
that discussion. 
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Optional short paper 

 
This is an optional exercise if you do not propose to sit the examination. The paper is 
to be written as a formal essay and must be between 1300-1500 words and fully 
referenced. It will be marked in the same way as an essay. It may be submitted at any 
time during the semester but no later than 29 May.  
 

1. Australia is a liberal democracy. Is this an oxymoron? Discuss. 
 
2. ‘Australia has too much democracy’. Discuss. 

 
3. Think tanks: Do they distort or strengthen democracy? Discuss with 

reference to specific think tank(s) and advocacy of policy position(s). 
 

4. You are an official at the 1898 Federation Convention. You are asked to 
prepare a submission to the Colonial Secretary in London recommending 
that the new Australian Federation become a republic. Outline your 
argument. 

 
5. How democratic is the Australian Constitution? 

 
6. Does federalism in Australia impede or assist democracy?  
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Essay marking 
 
The following criteria will be used in assessing your essays and papers: 
 
Definition of the topic 

 
·  Has the topic been clearly defined and directly addressed? 
 
·  Is there a clear statement of the argument? 

 
Structure of the essay 

 
·  Does the introduction present a clear statement of the issues to be covered? 

 
·  Does the introduction clearly state the means by which the argument will be 

mounted? 
 

·  Does the essay have a clear structure or organisation in which 
 

 a) the main points are developed logically; and  
 
  b) the relevance of the material to the theme or argument is clear? 
 

·   Is there an effective conclusion which draws together the main points? 
 
Content 

·  Is there evidence of adequate reading and research? 
 

·  Has the question being answered? 
 

·  Is the breadth of coverage adequate? 
 

·  Are the issues and ideas analysed in sufficient depth? 
 

·  Are arguments supported by evidence, examples, sources and quotations? 
 
Analysis 

 
·  Are the arguments logical and consistent? 

 
·  Are opinions based on evidence and/or logic? 

 
·  Does the essay show evidence of original or independent thought? 

 
Presentation 

 
·  Fluency and style of writing 

 
·  Spelling, grammar, paragraphing 
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·  Correct punctuation. (Please be careful about commas, apostrophes, semi-

colons and the like: their misuse or neglect will be penalised) 
 

·  Presentation of data: effective use of figures and tables and correct use of 
units and quantities 

 
·  Neatness and legibility 

 
·  Sources: are sources acknowledged? Are references cited?  
 
·  Are references presented correctly? 
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Extensions 
 
Students seeking extensions for any work must make the request before the due date. 
Extensions may be granted on medical or other reasonable grounds. Because the 
course has options that allow for individual time management, pressure of work from 
other courses will not constitute a valid excuse. Applications for extension must be 
made on the form on the back of the Essay Cover Sheet, and should be handed into 
the School of Social Sciences office, along with any supporting documentation (such 
as medical certificates). 
 

Penalties 
 
Late penalties are imposed to preserve the equity of students of students who have 
met the deadline. If no extension has been approved, it is a school rule that penalties 
will apply; in this course two percentage points will be deduced for each business day 
the work is overdue. Once essays and papers on a particular topic have been returned 
to students, no further essays on that topic will be accepted. All essays and papers 
submitted by the due date will be assessed and returned before the (optional) 
examination. 
 
Penalties will also apply to excess wordage. A tolerance of 100 words applies (that is, 
in a 2500 word essay, you may submit up to 2600 without penalty). Above that, two 
per cent will be deducted for each 50 words or part thereof. 
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Plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism consists of any form of passing off, or attempting to pass off, the knowledge or 
work of others as one's own. It is a form of cheating. Examples of plagiarism include 
unattributed quotes from a book, magazine or article; copying from the notes or essays of 
others; the submission of work actually written or dictated by others; and unattributed use of 
other peoples' ideas. Remember, plagiarism includes information from books, newspapers, 

journals and the Internet. All work will be checked against specialist plagiarism software. 
You should be aware that University rules on plagiarism are strict and can result in failing 
the course and, at times, expulsion. Make sure you are familiar with the rules. 

http://arts.anu.edu.au/student_information/current/rules/plagiarism.asp 

 
There are three main types of plagiarism: 
 

·  Direct copying from a book, article, fellow student’s essay, student or lecturer’s 
handout, thesis, web page or other source without proper acknowledgement. 

 
·  Claiming individual ideas derived from a book, article, handout, thesis, web page or 

other source as one’s own, and incorporating them into one’s own work without 
acknowledging the source of these ideas. 

 
·  Overly depending on the work of one or more works without proper 

acknowledgement of the source. For example, by producing a piece of written work 
based on extracting large sections of text from another source and merely linking 
these together with a few of one’s own sentences. 

 
How to avoid being accused of plagiarism 
 
In order to avoid being accused of the more inadvertent forms of plagiarism you need to 
ensure that you adopt the following aspects of good practice: 
 
Adopt a good note-taking technique 

 
·  You need to make sure while you are reading and taking notes that you 

keep accurate records of the author, title, and publication details of 
source, including page numbers (if relevant). 

·  You need to make clear in your own notes where you have copied a 
quote word for word from your source, so that when you come to write 
up your notes you know which parts are in your own words, and which 
are in the words of your source. 

·  Similarly you need to make clear in your own notes where you have 
taken an idea from your source. 

 
 Accurate referencing 

 
·  Make sure that you have referenced your work in accordance with the 

referencing guide set out in your departmental handbook; remember 
referencing conventions do vary between disciplines. 
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LECTURES AND TUTORIALS 
(Provisional program) 

 
This list may be subject to change. All lectures will be presented by 

Dr Norman Abjorensen unless otherwise indicated. 
 
 

 
Week 

 
Lecture and date 

 

 
Corresponding tutorial 

 
1 

1. Introduction to 
Democracy (23/2) 

2. Democracy & its 
Paradoxes (25/2) 

 

 
No tutorials 

 
2 

3. Democracy in Australia 
(2/3) 

4. Is Democracy in Crisis? 
(4/3) 

 

 
Topic allocation/ general 

discussion 

3 5. Liberalism & Australian 
democracy (11/3) 

 

 
Aust democracy/crisis 

4 6. Radicals and 
conservatives in the 
19th Century (16/3) 

7. Discontents and Critics 
in the 20th Century 

(18/3) 

 
 

Liberalism 
 

5 8. A Marxist Critique of 
Australian Democracy 
(23/3) Dr Rick Kuhn 

9. Australia Compared 
(25/3) 

 

 
 

Radicals/Discontents 

6 10. Democracy: A Feminist 
Pespective (30/3) 

Dr Merrindahl Andrew 
11. Social Movements & 

Australian Democracy 
(1/4)  Dr David West 

 

 
 

Marxism/Comparison 

7  
No lectures 

 
No tutorials 
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Mid-term break 
 

8 12.Corruption: Implications 
for Democracy (29/4) 

Dr Peter Larmour 

 
Feminism/Social movements 

9  
13 How democratic is the 

electoral system? (4/5) 
 

14  The media & Democracy 
(6/5) 

Dr Wayne Errington 

 
Corruption 

 

10 15 Citizenship and 
Democracy (11/5) 

16 Deliberative Democracy 
(13/5) 

Professor John Dryzek 

 
Electoral system/Crisis 

11 17.  Crisis and Australian 
Democracy (18/5) 

 
18 Democratic Leadership 

(18/5) 
Professor Paul ‘t Hart 

 

 
Citizenship/Deliberative 

Democracy 

12 19.Think Tanks/Elites (25/5) 
 

20. Federalism (27/5) 

 
Media/Leadership 

13 21 How Democratic is 
Parliament? (1/6) 

 
22. The State of Democracy 

(3/6) 

 
Think Tanks/Elites/Federalism 



POLS2103 Australian Democracy 

 20 

  
 
 

Reading list 
 

Textbooks 
 
Sawer, Marian, Norman Abjorensen and Phil Larkin (2009) Australia: The State of 
Democracy, Federation Press, Sydney. (Note: Not available yet as at February 2009)  
 
Maddox, Graham (2005) Australian Democracy in Theory and Practice (5th ed), 
Sydney 
 
Highly Recommended: 
 
Brennan, Geoffrey and Francis Castles (eds.) (2003) Australia Reshaped: 200 years of 
institutional transformation, Cambridge 
 
Hirst, John (2002) Australia’s Democracy: A Short History, Crows Nest 
 
For students unfamiliar with Australian politics, a most useful background text is: 
Foundations of Australian Politics, (2006) Richard Eccleston, Paul Williams, Robyn 
Hollander (eds.); Frenchs Forest, NSW : Pearson Education Australia  
 
Another useful text, but far more detailed, is Rodney Smith (2001) Australian 
Political Culture, Frenchs Forest, NSW: Pearson Education Australia. It defines 
Australian political culture and political sociology by exploring different approaches 
to culture and politics. It examines collective values and assumptions regarding 
politics and includes chapters on democracy (very relevant), equality, socialisation, 
class, gender and immigration – all discussed within the context of political debates. 
 
Also highly recommended is Andrew Parkin, John Summers and Dennis Woodward 
(eds.) (2006) Government, politics, power and policy in Australia / (8th ed.) Frenchs 
Forest, NSW : Pearson Education Australia. (Earlier editions also useful). 
 
Useful website: 
 
Democratic Audit of Australia http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/  
 
Suggested further reading 
 
Books and articles marked with an asterisk (*) are recommended. This list is a guide 
only and is not meant to be exhaustive.  
 
The brick readings are in italics. 
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Week 1    
 
What is democracy? 
What are the contending definitions? 
Who is opposed to democracy and why? 
Is democracy necessarily a good thing? 
Has democracy in Australia evolved differently from other places? 
 
Democracy: An introduction/Democracy and its Paradoxes 
 
Crick: A Meditation on Democracy 
Parenti: The Plutocratic Culture 
Arblaster: Popular politics  
Beetham: What is Democracy? 
 
Almond, Gabriel Abraham & Sidney Verba (1965) The Civic Culture: Political 

Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations, Boston 
 
*Arblaster, Anthony (2002) Democracy (3rd ed.), Buckingham 
 
*Beetham, David (2005) Democracy: A Beginner’s Guide, Oxford 
 
Brenkman, John (2007) The Cultural Contradictions of Democracy, Princeton 
 
Carroll, John (1995) ‘Democracy’, Quadrant, April 
 
Carter, April and Geoffrey Stokes (eds.) (1998) Liberal Democracy and its Critics, 

Cambridge 
 
*Crick, Bernard (2002) Democracy: A Very Short Introduction, London 
 
Crick, Bernard (1964) In Defence of Politics, Baltimore 
 
Crozier, Michael J., Samuel P. Huntington & Joji Watanuki, (1975) The Crisis of 

Democracy, New York 
 
*Dahl, Robert A. (1998) On Democracy, New Haven 
 
Dahl, Robert A. (1989) Democracy and Its Critics, New Haven 
 
Diamond, Larry (2003) ‘Universal Democracy?’, Policy Review (June-July) 
 
Dunn, John (2005) Setting the People Free: The Story of Democracy, London 
 
Emy, Hugh V. (1974) The Politics of Australian Democracy, Melbourne 
 
Grayling, A. C. (2007) Toward the Light of Liberty: The Struggles for Freedom That 

Made the Modern Western World, New York 
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Hayek, F. A. (1944) The Road to Serfdom, London 
 
Huntington, Samuel (1991) The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth 

Century, Norman. 
 
Inoguchi, Takashi, Edward Newman and John Keane (eds.) (1998) The Changing 

Nature of Democracy, Tokyo 
 
*Levin, Michael (1992) The Spectre of Democracy: The Rise of Modern Democracy 

as Seen by its Critics, New York 
 
*Mackie, G. (2003) Democracy Defended, Cambridge, (esp ch 7 and 8, 14-15, ch 17-
18). 
 
MacPherson, C. B. (1966) The Real World of Democracy, Oxford 
 
Nozick, Robert (1974) Anarchy State and Utopia, New York 
 
Pickles, Dorothy (1970), Democracy, London.  
 
Plattner, Marc F. (1999) ‘From Liberalism to Liberal Democracy’, Journal of 

Democracy, 10.3 pp 212-134 
 
Rustow, Dankwart A. (1990) ‘Democracy: A Global Revolution?’, Foreign Affairs, 

69:4, Fall, pp. 75-91.  
 
*Schumpeter, Joseph  (1943) Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy, London 
 
Stoker, Gerry (2006) Why Politics Matters: Making Democracy Work, London 
 
*Tansey, Stephen D. (2004) Politics: The Basics (3rd ed.), London, pp. 169-202 
 
Tilly, Charles (2007) Democracy, Cambridge 
 
Tocqueville, Alexis de (1998) Democracy in America, Ware 
 
Trend, David (ed.) (1996) Radical Democracy: Identity, Citizenship and the State, 

New York  
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Week 2   
 
 
The origins and character of Australian democracy/Is democracy in crisis? 
 
Melleuish: The Contradictory Democratic Culture of Modern Australia 
Hirst: The Distinctinevess of Australian Democracy 
Hirst: Real democracy, 1880-1920 
Wainwright: A ‘Mass of Sense”: Knowledge, Power & Democracy 
 Cohen &  Fung: Radical Democracy 
 McAllister: A Crisis of democracy – Again? 
Bean: Is There a Crisis of Trust in Australia? 
McQueen: How is Australia Exceptional? 
 
 
Blainey, Geoffrey (1995) A Shorter History of Australia, Melbourne 
 
Brett, Judith (2003) Australian Liberals and the Moral Middle Class, Melbourne 
 
Carey, Alex (1995) Taking the Risk Out of Democracy: Propaganda in the US and 
Australia, Sydney  
 
Castles, Francis G. (2003) ‘Australia’s Institutions and Australia’s Welfare’, in G. 
Brennan and F. Castles, Australia Reshaped: 200 years of institutional 
transformation, Cambridge 
 
Clark, C. M. H. (1978) A History of Australia, Vol IV 1851-1888, Melbourne (esp. 
‘Colonial Democrats’, pp. 240-270) 
 
*Cochrane, Peter (2006), Colonial Ambition: Foundations of Australian Democracy, 
Carlton 
 
Crawford, R. M. (1952) Australia, London 
 
*Dryzek, John (2003) ‘Including Australia: A Democratic History’, in G. Brennan 
and F. Castles, Australia Reshaped: 200 years of institutional transformation, 
Cambridge 
 
Eggleston, F. W. (1953)  Reflections of an Australian Liberal, Melbourne 
 
*Frankel, Boris (1992) From Prophets the Deserts Come, Sydney 
 
*Ginsborg, Paul (2008) Democracy: Crisis and Renewal 
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/latenightlive/stories/2008/2372780.htm 
 
Gregg, Samuel (2000) ‘The Tragedy of Democracy: Rights, Tolerance and Moral 
Neutrality’, Policy, Winter, pp. 39-43 
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Hancock, W. K. (1930) Australia, London 
 
*Hirst, John (2002) Australia’s Democracy: A short history, Sydney 
 
Hirst, John (1988) The Strange Birth of Colonial Democracy: New South Wales 1948-
1884, Sydney 
 
*Horne, Donald (1964) The Lucky Country: Australia in the Sixties (2nd revised ed.), 
Ringwood 
 
Kelly, Paul  (1992) The End of Certainty, Sydney 
 
Kingston, Beverley (1988) The Oxford History of Australia, Vol 3 1860-1900, 
Melbourne (esp. chapter on Power, pp. 237-308) 
 
Kukathas, Chandran; David W. Lovell and William Maley (1990) The Theory of 
Politics: An Australian Perspective, Melbourne  
 
Martin, A. W. (1980) Henry Parkes, A Biography, Melbourne 
 
McQueen, Humphrey (1970) A New Britannia, Ringwood 
 
*Manne, Robert (ed.) (1999) The Australian Century: Political Struggle in the 
Building of a Nation, Melbourne 
 
Melleuish, Gregory (2000) ‘Populism and Conservatism in Australian Political 
Thought’, in Paul Boreham, Geoffrey Stokes and Richard Hall (eds.) The Politics of 
Australian Society: Political Issues for the New Century, Sydney  
 
Norris, Pippa (2001) ‘Confidence in Australian Democracy’ in Marian Sawer (ed. ) 
(2001) Elections: Full, Free and Fair, Sydney, pp. 202-215 
 
*O’Donnell, Guillermo (2007) ‘The Perpetual Crises of Democracy’, Journal of 

Democracy, Vol. 18, No. 1, January, pp. 5-11 
 
Patapan, Haig (2003) ‘Melancholy and Amnesia: Tocqueville's Influence on 
Australian Democratic Theory’, Australian Journal of Politics & History 49 (1),pp. 
1–16 
 
Pharr, Suusan J. & Robert D. Putnam (eds.) (2000) Disaffected Democracies: What’s 
Troubling the Trilateral Countries?, Princeton 
 
Rayner, Moira (1997) Rooting Democracy: Growing the society we want, Sydney 
 
*Rickard, John (1988) Australia: A Cultural History, London 
 
Roe, M. (1965) Quest for Authority in Eastern Australia 1835-1851, Melbourne 
 
Rowse, Tim (1978) Australian Liberalism and National Character, Malmsbury 
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Schmitt, Carl (1985) The Crisis of Parliamentary Democracy, Cambridge, Mass 
 
Smith, Bruce (1887) Liberty and Liberalism , Melbourne 
 
*Stoker, Gerry (2006) Why Politics Matters: Making Democracy Work, Houndmills 
(esp. Ch 7 ‘The Dangers of Cynicism’, pp.118-131; Ch 8, ‘The Perils of Populisms’, 
pp. 132-148)  
 
Thompson, M. H. (2006), The Seeds of Democracy: Early Elections in Colonial New 
South Wales, Sydney 
 
Tonder, Lars & Lasse Thomassen (eds.) (2005) Radical Democracy, Manchester 
 
Ward, J. M. (1981) James McArthur, Colonial Conservative, 1789-1867, Sydney. 
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Week 3 
 
Liberalism and Australian democracy 
 
Melleuish: The Liberal Pedigree in Australia 
Worthington: Liberalism in Australian National Politics 
Deakin: What is liberalism? 
 
Abjorensen, Norman (2008) John Howard and the Conservative Tradition, 
Melbourne 
 
Argy, Fred (1998) Australia at the Crossroads: Radical Free Market or Progressive 
Liberalism? Sydney 
 
Brett, Judith (2003) Australian Liberals and the Moral Middle Class, Melbourne 
 
Catley, Bob (2005) The (strange, recent but understandable) Triumph of Liberalism 
in Australia, Sydney 
 
Catley, Bob (2005) ‘Triumph of Liberalism’, ABC Radio National, 1 August, 
(transcript at http://www.abc.net.au/rn/counterpoint/stories/2005/1422267.htm) 
 
Clark, C. M. H. (1978) A History of Australia, Vol IV 1851-1888, Melbourne (esp.  
‘Colonial Democrats’, pp 240-270) 
 
*Cook, Ian (1999) Liberalism in Australia, Melbourne 
 
*Craven, Greg (2001) ‘A Liberal Federation and a Liberal Constitution’, in J.  
Nethercote, John (ed.) (2001) Liberalism and the Australian Federation, Sydney 
 
Crittenden, Brian ( 2002) Key Values of Liberal Democracy: A discussion of some 
recent theories  
 
Curthoys, Ann (2002) ‘Liberalism and Exclusionism: A Prehistory of the White  
Australia Policy’, Ch 1 in Laksiri Jayasuriya, David Walker and Jan Gothard (eds.), 
Legacies of white Australia : race, culture and nation, Crawley, WA. 
 
Eggleston, F. W. (1953) Reflections of an Australian Liberal, Melbourne 
 
Hancock, W. K. (1930) Australia, London 
 
Kelly, Paul  (1992) The End of Certainty, Sydney 
 
Larmore, Charles (1990) ‘Political Liberalism’, Political Theory, (18), pp. 339-360. 
 
Macintyre, Stuart (1991) A Colonial Liberalism: The Lost World of Three Victorian 
Visionaries, Melbourne 
 



POLS2103 Australian Democracy 

 27 

Kemp, David (1988) ‘Liberalism and Conservatism in Australia since 1944’, in Brian 
Head and James Walter (eds.) Intellectual Movements and Australian Society, 
Melbourne 
 
Melleuish, Gregory (2001) A Short History of Australian Liberalism, Sydney 
 
Melleuish, Gregory (2000) ‘Populism and Conservatism in Australian Political 
Thought’, in Paul Boreham, Geoffrey Stokes and Richard Hall (eds.) The Politics of 
Australian Society: Political Issues for the New Century, Sydney  
 
Melleuish, Gregory (1995) Cultural Liberalism in Australia: A Study in Intellectual 
and Cultural History, Cambridge 
 
Mouffe, Chantal (1993) ‘Politics and the Limits of Liberalism’, in Mouffe, The 
Return of the Political, London  
 
*Rowse, Tim (1978) Australian Liberalism and National Character, Malmsbury 
 
*Sawer, Marian (2003) The Ethical State? Social Liberalism in Australia, Melbourne 
 
Sawer, Marian (2007) ‘Liberalism’, in Brian Galligan and Winsome Roberts (eds.), 
Oxford Companion to Australian Politics, Melbourne (pp. 320-23). 
 
Simms, Marian (1982) A Liberal Nation, Sydney 
 
Smith, Bruce (1887) Liberty and Liberalism, Melbourne 
 
Wear, Rae (2005) ‘Australian Liberalism, Past and Present’, (Review) Australian 
Journal of Politics and History, Vol. 51, No. 3, pp. 473- 480  
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Week 4 
 
A: Radicals and conservatives of the 19th century 
 
Deneihy: Bunyip aristocracy speech; The forthcoming elections 
Lang: Proclamation; The Coming Event; Declaration of Independence 
 
Bongiorno, Frank (1996) The People's Party : Victorian Labor and the Radical 
Tradition, 1875-1914, Melbourne 
 
Clark, C. M. H. (1978) A History of Australia, Vol IV 1851-1888, Melbourne (esp. 
‘Colonial Democrats’, pp 240-270) 
 
Denholm, David (1979) The Colonial Australians, Ringwood (esp. Ch 9)  
 
Fitzpatrick, Brian (1946) The Australian People 1788-1945, Melbourne 
 
*Gollan, Robin (1960) Radical and Working Class Politics: A Study of Eastern 
Australia 1850-1910, Melbourne 
 
Kingston, Beverley (1988) The Oxford History of Australia, Vol 3 1860-1900, 
Melbourne (esp. chapter on Power, pp. 237-308) 
 
Melleuish, Gregory (1987) ‘Daniel Deniehy, Bede Dalley and the Ideal of the Natural 
Aristocrat in Colonial New South Wales’, Australian Journal of Politics and History, 
33(1), pp. 45-59 
 
Murphy, D. J. (ed.) (1975) Labor in Politics, the state Labor parties in Australia, 1880-
1920,  St Lucia 
 
Murphy, D. J.; R. B. Joyce; Colin A. Hughes (eds.) (1970) Prelude to Power: The Rise of 
the Labour Party in Queensland 1885-1915, Brisbane 
 
Nairn, Bede (1989) Civilising Capitalism: the Beginnings of the Australian Labor 
Party, Melbourne  
 
*Rickard, John (1976) Class and Politics in New South Wales, Victoria and the Early 
Commonwealth 1890-1910, Canberra 
 
Serle, Geoffrey (1977) The Golden Age: A History of the Colony of Victoria, 1851-
1861, Melbourne 
 
 
B: Critics and discontents in the 20th century 
 
Farrell: The Left in Australia 
Abjorensen: The New Guard 
Duncan et al: Wise hedgehogs, clever foxes 
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Woldring: The lucky country revisited 
 
 
Argy, Fred (2005) Where to From Here? Australian egalitarianism under threat,  
Sydney 
 
Campbell, Andrew (1978) The League of Rights: A study in political extremism and 
subversion, Collingwood 
 
Campbell, Eric (1965) The Rallying Point: My Story of the New Guard, Melbourne 
 
Carey, Alex (1995) Taking the Risk Out of Democracy: Propaganda in the US and 
Australia, Sydney  
 
Connell, R. W. (1977) Ruling Class, Ruling Culture, Cambridge 
 
*Horne, Donald (1964) The Lucky Country: Australia in the Sixties (2nd revised ed.), 
Ringwood 

Kuhn, Rick (ed.) (2005) Class and struggle in Australia, Sydney 2005 

Leach, Michael; Geoffrey Stokes, Ian Ward (eds.) (2000) The Rise and Fall of One 
Nation, St Lucia 
 
Macintyre, Stuart (1998) The Reds, Melbourne 
 
McQueen, Humphrey (1970) A New Britannia, Ringwood. 
 
*Moore, Andrew (1995) The Right Road: A History of Right-wing Politics in 
Australia, Melbourne 
 
Murphy, Ted (1981) ‘Australian Fascism’, Quadrant, November, pp. 3-10 
 
Ormonde, Paul (1972) The Movement, Melbourne 
 
Ormonde, Paul (2000) ‘Politics by Remote Control – The Movement’ in Politics of 
Fear, Melbourne 
 
Osmond, Warren (1985) Frederic Eggleston: An Intellectual in Australian Politics, 
Sydney 
 
Rayner, Moira (1997) Rooting Democracy: Growing the society we want, Sydney 
 
Rickard, John (1988) Australia: A Cultural History, London 
 
*Rowse, Tim (1978) Australian Liberalism and National Character, Malmsbury 
 
Santamaria, B. A. (1997) Santamaria: A Memoir, Melbourne  
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Week 5 
 
A: A Marxist Critique of Australia 
 
Kuhn: Illusions of equality 
 
Catley, Bob (1996) Globalising Australian Capitalism, Melbourne 
 
*Connell, R. W. (1977) Ruling Class, Ruling Culture, Cambridge 
 
Connell, R. W. & T. H. Irving (1980) Class Structure in Australian History, 
Melbourne 
 
Connell, R. W. & T. H. Irving (1976) ‘Yes Virginia, There is a Ruling Class’, in H. 
Mayer and H. Nelson (eds.) Australian Politics: A Fourth Reader, Melbourne 
 
Harman, Chris (1991) ‘The state and capitalism today’, International socialism, 51, 
pp. 1-54 
 
*Hollier, Nathan (ed.) (2004) Ruling Australia: The Power, Privilege and Politics of 
the New Ruling Class, Melbourne 

*Kuhn, Rick (ed.) (2005) Class and struggle in Australia, Sydney 2005 

Kuhn, Rick (2002) ‘Marxist political economy in Australia since the mid 1970s’ 
,Journal of Australian Political Economy 50, pp. 107-129  

 Kuhn, Rick and Tom O’Lincoln (eds,) (1996) Class and class conflict in Australia, 
Melbourne   

O’Lincoln, Tom (ed.) Marxist interventions: articles from Australia in the socials 
sciences www.anu.edu.au/polsci/marx/interventions/ 
 
O’Lincoln, Tom (1996) ‘Wealth, ownership and power: The ruling class’, in Kuhn 
and O’Lincoln (eds.) Class and Class Conflict in Australia, Melbourne 
 
 
B: Australia Compared 
 
Blondel: Then and now 
 
Castles, Francis G. (1991) Australia Compared: People, Policies & Politics, North 
Sydney 
 
Grant, Bruce (1988) What Kind of a Country? Australia in the 21st Century, Sydney 
 
Lijphart, Arend (1984) Democracies: patterns of majoritarian and consensus 
government in twenty-one countries, New Haven  
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Lijphart, Arend (1994) Electoral systems and party systems : a study of twenty-seven 
democracies, 1945-1990, New York  
 
Marsh, Ian (1995) Beyond the Two-Party System, New York 
 
*Marsh, David & Gerry Stoker (eds.) (2002) Theory and Method in Political Science, 
(2nd ed.) New York (esp. chapter on comparative politics) 
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Week 6 
 
A: A feminist perspective 
 
Sawer: Paradise postponed 
 
Curthoys, Ann (1992) ‘Doing it for Themselves: The Contemporary Women’s 
Movement’, in Kay Saunders and Raymond Evans (eds), Gender Relations in 
Australia: Domination and Negotiation, Marrickville, NSW: Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich,  pp. 425–447, esp. p. 425 and 428-447  
 
Lake, Marilyn (2008) ‘Women's changing conception of political power’ [Updated 
version of a lecture given in the Department of the Senate Occasional Lecture Series 
at Parliament House on 20 September 1996.], Agora, v.43, no.2, 2008: 26–31 
 
* Maddison, Sarah and Emma Partridge (2007), How well does Australian 
Democracy serve Australian women?   Democratic Audit of Australia  Report No. 8. 
Available at: 
http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/papers/focussed_audits/200703_madpartozdocwo
m.pdf 
 
 
Sawer, Marian (2002) ‘The Representation of Women in Australia: Meaning and 
Make-Believe’, Parliamentary Affairs, 55, pp. 5-18 
 
Sawer, Marian (2007) ‘Australia: the Fall of the Femocrat’, in Changing State 
Feminism, eds Joyce Outshoorn and Johanna Kantola, Hampshire, England: Palgrave 
Macmillan, pp. 20-40 
 
Sawer, Marian (2007) ‘Gender’ (pp. 224-27), EMILY's List’ (p. 182), in Brian 
Galligan and Winsome Roberts (eds.), Oxford Companion to Australian Politics, 
Melbourne 

Sawer, Marian (2002). ‘Waltzing Matilda: Gender and Australian Political 
Institutions’ in Geoffrey Brennan and Francis G. Castles (eds) Australia Reshaped: 
200 Years of Institutional Transformation Cambridge, (pp. 148-80) 

*Sawer, Marian (2000)  ‘Women: Gender Wars in the Nineties’ in Marian Simms 
and John Warhurst (eds), Howard’s Agenda: The Politics of the 1998 Federal 
Election St Lucia, (pp. 149-158)  

Sawer, Marian and Marian Simms (1984) A Woman’s Place: Women and Politics in 
Australia, Sydney 

Simms, Marian (2008) ‘Women’s Politics and Leadership in Australia and New 
Zealand’, Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society,  vol. 34, no. 1, pp. 32–36. 
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Smith, Tony (2007) ‘Gender goes missing from NSW Politics’, Democratic Audit of 
Australia, http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/papers/20070525_smith_gendernsw.pdf  
 
 
On cartooning and the portrayal of women politicians in the media: 
 
Jenkins, Cathy, (2002) 'The more things change: Women, politics and the press in 
Australia', Ejournalist, Vol. 2(1),  pp. 1-22. 
 
Manning, Haydon (2008) ‘Australian Cartoonists’ Caricatures of Women 
Politicians—From Kirner to Stott-Despoja’, in Comic Commentators: Contemporary 
Political Cartooning in Australia (eds) Robert Phiddian and Haydon Manning,  Perth: 
Network Books, pp. 125–147. 
 
B: Social Movements and democracy 
 
Freeman: On the origins of social movements 
West: New social movements 
 
Boggs, Carl (1986) Social Movements and Political Power, Philadelphia 
 
Burgmann, Verity (2003) Power, Profit and Protest, Sydney  (Chapter 1 ‘Social 
Movements and Social Change’, pp. 1-43) 
 
Frankel, Boris (1992) From the Prophets Deserts Come, Sydney 
 
Maddison, Sarah (2006) Activist Wisdom, Sydney 
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Week 8  
 
Corruption and the implications for democracy 
 
Warren: What does corruption mean in a democracy? 
 
Hindess, Barry (2009) Governments, NGOs and Anti-Corruption, Boston  
 
*Hindess, Barry (2004) Corruption and Democracy in Australia (Available online 
from Democratic Audit website) 
 
Philp, Mark (1997) ‘Defining Political Corruption’, Political Studies, XLV, pp. 436-
462  
 
Week 9 
 
A: How democratic is the electoral system? 
 
Kelly et al. Reform agenda 
Features of a democratic electoral system 
 
Costar, Brian and Dennis Woodward (2002), ‘The party and electoral systems’, in 
Summers, Woodward & Parkin (eds.), Government, Politics, Power and Policy in 
Australia (7th ed.) Frenchs Forest 
 
Farrell, David M. (2001) Electoral Systems: A Comparative Introduction, Houndmills 
 
Farrell, David M. (2006) Australian Electoral System: Origins, Variations, 
Consequences, Sydney 
 
Hughes, Colin A. and Brian Costar (2006) Limiting Democracy: The Erosion of 
Electoral Rights in Australia, Sydney 
 
Lijphart, Arend (1984) Democracies: patterns of majoritarian and consensus 
government in twenty-one countries, New Haven  
 
Lijphart, Arend (1994) Electoral systems and party systems : a study of twenty-seven 
democracies, 1945-1990, New York  
 
Marsh, Ian (1995) Beyond the Two Party System: Political Representation, Economic 
Competitiveness, and Australian politics, New York 
 
Manning, Haydon (2002) ‘Voting behaviour’, in Summers, Woodward & Parkin 
(eds.), Government, Politics, Power and Policy in Australia (7th ed.) Frenchs Forest 
 
*Orr, Graeme (2004) Australian electoral systems: How well do they serve political 
equality? (Democratic Audit of Australia Report No. 2, Available online from website 
and also online from Library) 
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Sawer, Marian (2006) ‘Property Votes - OK?’, Democratic Audit of Australia 
Discussion Paper 23/06 
 
Sawer, Marian (2004) ‘Inventing the Nation through the Ballot Box’, in Pierre Boyer, 
Linda Cardinal, David Headon (eds) From Subjects to Citizens: A Hundred Years of 
Citizenship in Australia and Canada , Ottawa (pp. 61-80) 
 
*Sawer, Marian (ed. ) (2001) Elections: Full, Free and Fair, Sydney 
 
 
B: The media and democracy 
 
Nash: Freedom of the press 
Chomsky: what makes media mainstream 
 
*Errington, Wayne; and Narelle Miragliotta (2007) The Media & Politics: An 
Introduction, Melbourne 
 
*Ester, Helen (2007) in Clive Hamilton & Sarah Maddison (eds.) Silencing Dissent, 
Sydney, pp. 101-123 
 
*Rayner, Moira (1997) Media chapter in Rooting Democracy: Growing the society we 
want, Sydney 
 
Salter, David (2007), The Media We Deserve, Melbourne. 
Simons, Margaret (2007) The Content Makers: Understanding Media in Australia, 
Melbourne 
 
Scalmer, Sean and Murray Goot (2004) ‘Elites Constructing Elites’, News Limited’s 
Newspapers 1996-2002’ in Marian Sawer and Barry Hindess (eds.) Us and Them: 
Anti-Elitism in Australia, Perth 
 
Servaes, J. & R. Lie (eds.) (1997) Media and Politics in Transition: Cultural Identity 
in the Age of Globalization, Leuven 
 
Van Acker, Elizabeth (2000) ‘Media Citizenship’, in Wayne Hudson and John Kane 
(eds.) Rethinking Australian Citizenship, Cambridge 
 
Ward, Ian (2002) ‘Media Power’ in Summers, Woodward & Parkin (eds.), 
Government, Politics, Power and Policy in Australia (7th ed.) Frenchs Forest 



POLS2103 Australian Democracy 

 36 

 
 
 
 
Week 10 
 
 
 
A: Citizenship and Democracy 
 
Davidson: The state, democracy and citizenship 
Galligan: Reconstructing Australian citizenship 
 
Davidson, Alastair (2002) ‘The Politics of Exclusion’, Ch 7 in Laksiri Jayasuriya, 
David Walker and Jan Gothard (eds.), Legacies of white Australia : race, culture and 
nation, Crawley, WA. 
 
Rubenstein, Kim (ed), (2000) Individual, Community, Nation: 50 years of Australian 
Citizenship, Melbourne.  
 
*Rubenstein, Kim (2000) Citzenship and the Centenary – Inclusion and Exclusion in 
20th Century Australia’, Melbourne University Law Review MULR 24, 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/MULR/2000/24. html  
 
Rubenstein, Kim  (2002) An Unequal Membership: The Constitution’s Score on 
Citizenship, Ch 8 in Laksiri Jayasuriya, David Walker and Jan Gothard (eds.), 
Legacies of white Australia : race, culture and nation, Crawley, WA. 
 
B: Deliberative democracy 
 
Benhabib: Towards Deliberative Model of Democratic Legitimacy 
 
Journal of Public Deliberation, online at 
 http://services.bepress.com/jpd/ 
 
Papers on Lyn Carson's active democracy website: 
 http://www.activedemocracy.net/articles.htm 
 
Bohman, James and William Rehg, (eds.) (1997), Deliberative Democracy: Essays on 
Reason and Politics, Cambridge, Mass. 
 
Dryzek, John S. (1996) Democracy in Capitalist Times: Ideals, Limits and Struggles, 
New York 
 
*Dryzek, John S. (2000) Deliberative Democracy and Beyond: Liberals, Critics, 
Contestations, Oxford (See pp. 38-42, ‘The Social Choice Critique of Voting in a 
Deliberative Context’ 
 
Elster, Jon (1998) ‘Introduction’ in Elster (ed.) Deliberative Democracy, New York 
pp. 1-18 
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Fishkin, James (1991) Democracy and Deliberation: New Directions for Democratic 
Reform, New Haven 
 
Fishkin, James and Peter Laslett (eds.), (2003) Debating Deliberative Democracy, 
Malden MA.  
 
Fishkin, James (1991) Democracy and Deliberation: New Directions for Democratic 
Reform, New Haven 
 
Fung, Archon  Empowered Participation: Reinventing Urban Democracy, Princeton 
 
Gutmann, Amy and Dennis Thompson, (1996) Democracy and Disagreement, 
Cambridge. Mass 
 
Hartz-Karp, Janette, ‘A Case Study in Deliberative Democracy: Dialogue with the 
City’, http://www.activedemocracy.net/articles/jhk-dialogue-city.pdf 
 
Macedo, Stephen (ed.) (1999, Deliberative Politics: Essays on Democracy And 
Disagreement, New York 
 
Uhr, John  (1998) Deliberative Democracy in Australia: The Changing Place of 
Parliament, Melbourne 
 
Uhr, John (2000) ‘Think tanks and the policy-making community in Australia’ NIRA 
Review, Spring, pp. 35-40 
http://www.nira.go.jp/publ/review/2000spring/09uhr. pdf  
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Week 11 
 
 
A: Crisis and Australian Democracy 
 
The Dismissal of Jack Lang 
 
Cain, Frank, (2005) Jack Lang and the Great Depression, Sydney 
 
Craven, Greg (1986) Secession: The Ultimate States Right, Melbourne  
 
Dickie, Phil (1988) The Road to Fitzgerald, St Lucia 
 
Foot, Bethia (1968) Dismissal of  Premier: the Philip Game Papers, Sydney 
 
Hede, Andrew; Scott Prasser and Mark Neylan (eds.) (1992) Keeping them Honest: 
Democratic Reform in Queensland, St Lucia 
 
*Kelly, Paul (1995) November 1975: The Inside Story of Australia’s Greatest 
Political Crisis, Sydney 
 
Lang, J. T. (1970) The Turbulent Years, Sydney 
 
Musgrave, Thomas (2003), ‘The Western Australian Secessionist Movement’, 
Macquarie Law Journal,  MqLJ 6  
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/MqLJ/2003/6.html 
 
Nairn, Bede (1986) The ‘Big Fella’: Jack Lang and the Australian Labor Party 1891-
1949, Carlton 
 
Patience, Allan (ed.) (1985) The Bjelke-Petersen premiership, 1968-1983: 
issues in public policy ,  Melbourne 
 
Schedvin, C. B. (1970) Australia and the Great Depression, Sydney 
 
Ward, J. M. (1977) ‘The Dismissal’ , in Heather Radi & Peter Spearritt (eds.) , Jack 
Lang , Neutral Bay, pp. 160-177 
 
Whitton, Evan (1989) The Hilbilly Dictator: Australia’s Police State, Crows Nest 
 
 
B: Leadership 
 
Kemp: Leadership practices 
 
Abjorensen, Norman (2007) Leadership and the Liberal Revival: Bolte, Askin and the 
Post-war Ascendancy, Melbourne 



POLS2103 Australian Democracy 

 39 

 
Blondel, Jean (1988) Political Leadership: Towards a General Analysis, London 

*Brett, Judith  (2006) ‘Exit Right: The Unravelling of John Howard’ Quarterly Essay 
Issue 28. (Available in library) 

Brett, Judith (2005) Relaxed and Comfortable, Quarterly Essay, Issue 19 

‘t Hart, Paul; and Fredrik Bynander (2006)  ‘Leadership succession as a political and 
psychological problem’,  Political Psychology, 2006  

*‘t Hart, Paul; and Fredrik Bynander (2007) ‘Party leadership succession: Australia in 
comparative perspective’, in Australian Journal of Political Science, March  

Kemp, D. A. (1973) ‘A Leader and a Philosophy’, in H. Mayer (ed.) Labor to Power: 
Australia’s 1972 Election, Sydney 
 
*Little, Graham (1988) Strong Leadership: Thatcher, Reagan and an Eminent 
Person, Melbourne 
 
Maddox, Graham (2004) ‘Whitlam and Howard’, (review) Australian Review of 
Public Affairs  
http://www.australianreview.net/digest/2004/08/madd ox.html  
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Week 12 
 
A: Think tanks and elites 
 
 Cahill: Think Tanks and Public Policy 
Thackrah: The Ascendancy of Neoliberal Think Tanks in Australia 
Bachrach: Political Elites in a Democracy 
 
Beder, Sharon (1999) ‘The Intellectual Sorcery of Think Tanks’, Arena Magazine 41, 
June/July, pp. 30-32 
 
‘t Hart, Paul & Ariadne Vromen (2007 ) 'A new era for think tanks in public policy? 
International trends, Australian realities', Australian Journal of Political Science, 
September  
 
Marsh, Ian (1994) ‘The Development and Impact of Australia’s “Think Tanks”’, 
Australian Journal of Management, 19 (2), December,  pp. 177-200 
 
Mendes, Philip (2003) ‘Australian Neoliberal think tanks and the backlash against the 
welfare state’, Australian Journal of Political Economy 

Murray, Georgina (2004) ‘Think tanks, Economic Liberalism and Industrial 
Relations’, (Paper delivered at AIRAANZ Conference 2004)  
http://www.griffith.edu.au/school/gbs/irl/airaanz2004/Papers/Murray_065.pdf 
 
Norton, Andrew (1996) ‘The CIS at Twenty: Greg Lindsay talks to Andrew Norton’, 
Policy, Winter, pp. 16-21 
 
Stone, Diane (1996) Capturing the Political Imagination: Think Tanks and the Policy 
Process, London 
 
Stone, Diane (1991) ‘Old guard versus new partisans: Think tanks in transition’, 
Australian Journal of Political Science, Vol. 26, Issue 2 July, pp. 197 - 215 
 
*Uhr, John (2000) ‘Think tanks and the policy-making community in Australia’ NIRA 
Review, Spring, pp. 35-40 http://www.nira.go.jp/publ/review/2000spring/09uhr.pdf 
 
 
B: Federation and Federalism 
 
Craven: The new centralism 
Williams: Expensive way to run a country 
 
Bennett, Scott (2006) The politics of the Australian federal system, Parliament 
of Australia, Department of Parliamentary Services, Research Brief no 4, 
2006-07, 1 December  
http://www.aph.gov.au/library/pubs/rb/2006-07/07rb04.pdf 
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Cornall, Robert (2007) ‘Federal Relations: The Legal and Constitutional Framework’, 
Public Administration Today, July-Sept, pp. 5-11 
 
Craven, Greg (2005) Conversations with the Constitution: Not Just a 
Piece of Paper, Sydney. 
 
Craven, Greg, (2003) ‘Heresy as Orthodoxy: Were the Founders Progressivists?’ 31 
Federal Law Review, pp. 88-125 
 
Fenna, Alan (2007) ‘The Malaise of Federalism: Comparative Reflections on 
Commonwealth–State Relations’, Australian Journal of Public Administration, Vol. 
66, Issue 3, Sept. pp. 298-306 
 
Galligan, Brian (1989) ‘Australian Federalism: Perceptions and Issues’, 
in B. Galligan (ed.), Australian Federalism,Melbourne. 
 
*Hollander, Robyn and Haig Patapan (2007), ‘Pragmatic Federalism: Australian 
Federalism from Hawke to Howard’, Australian Journal of Public Administration, 
Vol. 66, Issue 3, Sept. pp. 280-297 
 
Kildea, Paul and Katharine Gelber (2007) ‘High Court Review 2006: 
Australian Federalism - Implications of the Work Choices Decision.' 
Australian Journal of Political Science. Vol.42, No.4, December  
 
Parkin, Andrew (2003) ‘The States, Federalism and Political Science a 
Fifty-Year Appraisal’, pp.101-12 in Australian Journal of Public 
Administration. 62(2) 
 
Sharman, Campbell (1992) ‘Ideas and Change in the Australian Federal System’, 
Australian Journal of Political Science, vol. 27, special issue: Australian Federalism: 
Rethinking and Restructuring, pp. 7-18 
 
Summers, John (2006) ‘The Federal System’ ch.7 in A. Parkin et al. 
Government, Politics, Power and Policy in Australia, 8th ed. Pearson, 
Sydney  
 
Wilkins, Roger (2007) ‘Election 2007: Federal-State Relations’, Australian Review of 
Public Affairs, 
http://www.australianreview.net/digest/2007/electio n/wilkins.html  
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Week 13  
 
A: Parliament as a democratic institution 
 
Uhr: reforming the parliament 
 
Bach, Stanley (2003) Platypus and Parliament : the Australian Senate in Theory and 
Practice, Canberra 
 
Coper, Michael & George Williams, (eds.) (1997) Power, Parliament and the People, 
Annandale 
 
Costar, Brian (ed.) (2000) Deadlock or Democracy: The Future of the Senate, Sydney 
(Available electronically from library) 
 
Craig, John; Ron Bell & John Marks (1994) Representative Democracy in Australia, 
Melbourne 
 
Department of the Senate !1994) Views of Parliamentary Democracy, Papers on 
Parliament, No 22 (Available electronically from library)  
 
Evans, Harry (1999) The Senate and Parliamentary Accountability, (Discussion 
paper, Graduate Program in Public Policy, No 65, Canberra. (Chifley serial H1.P83) 
 
Evans, Harry (2007) ‘The Senate’ in Clive Hamilton & Sarah Maddison (eds.), 
Silencing Dissent, Sydney 
 
Keating, Michael; John Wanna and Patrick Weller (eds. ) (2000)  Institutions on the 
edge? Capacity for Governance, St Leonards 
 
McMullan, Bob (1999) The Responsibilities of Opposition, (Discussion paper, 
Graduate Program in Public Policy, No 64, Canberra. (Chifley serial H1.P83) 

��
Ruddock, Philip (1999) Democratic Governance: Improving the Institutions of 
Accountability, (Discussion paper, Graduate Program in Public Policy, No 68, 
Canberra. (Chifley serial H1.P83) 
 
Saunders, Cheryl (1993) Representing the People: the Role of Parliament in 
Australian Democracy, (Discussion paper, Constitutional Centenary Foundation) 
(ANU print available) 
 
Uhr, John (1999) The Senate and Proportional Representation  Public Policy 
Justifications of Minority Representation, (Discussion paper, Graduate Program in 
Public Policy, No 69, Canberra. (Chifley serial H1.P83) 
 
B: The State of Democracy 
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