· Lecture 6: Radical democrats and their opposition

· Conservative response to advent of responsible government was a proposed hereditary upper house – derided by Daniel Deniehy as a “bunyip aristocracy”.

· Rev John Dunmore Lang shocked by poverty in Britain, and campaigned for an Australian republic to break with embedded class system.

· Few colonists identified with Deniehy as “Australians” in mid-19th century, but by the end of the century republicanism was seen as key to forging a national identity. 

· Republican ideas influence labour movement: monarchical link and persistence of social inequality. Republicanism seen as natural bedfellow with socialism; ridicule of royal family in labour press.

· Tide turns after Federation: Empire strikes back; The Bulletin tones down its criticism; expulsion of anti-British MPs from Victorian and Commonwealth Parliaments,

· Eureka Stockade 1854: 22 killed in revolt against over-zealous officialdom. Was it a democratic insurrection or a liberal revolt?
· Conservatives oppose extension of franchise with imposition of Legislative Councils to protect property interests.

· Labour movement slow in organizing. Early campaign to end transportation, championed by Robert Lowe.

· Gold rushes stimulate economy and shortage of labour = new unions in strong bargaining position and win 8-hour day. Key demand at the time.

· Employers, especially in Queensland, seek to circumvent unions and wage rates by importing cheap coloured labour: origin of White Australia policy.(1890: 1 in 5 adult males in Queensland an imported labourer). “Freedom of contract”

· Conservatives wage war on unions; unionists harassed and jailed for trivial reasons.

· Radical beginnings for Labor Party, but soon won over by moderates. “Betrayal” of the working class?

