POLS 2103 Australian Democracy

Lecture 19: Part A: Think Tanks

· What are they and what do they do?  How powerful are they? 

· Origin of contemporary think tanks

· Their role in a democracy contested

· The experience in Australia

· Effect on public opinion

· Education or propaganda?

· How are they funded?

Lecture 19: Part B: Elites and Democracy

· Introduction to elite theory – elites defined

· Pareto and Mosca: founding fathers

· C. Wright Mills and the Power Elite

· The ‘Opinion Cascade’

· Elites at work: privatisation as case study

