Lecture 3: The Origins and Character of Australian Democracy

· Unpromising beginnings as a prison colony:

-
the floggers and the flogged (McQueen) 
· Absolute rule by early Governors

First Legislative Council in NSW in 1823. Free settlers demand more say in local affairs. Pressure to end transportation to make self-government call more respectable
· The Gold Rushes and the influence of the Chartists
New ideal flood into colony. Chartist ideas already in currency. Many miners come from 1848 European risings. Coming of responsible government

· The Legislative Councils as a “brake” on democracy. The rise of the squatter and the ”squatrocracy”. Squatters exert their influece in Legislative Councils. 
-
turning point after 1850

-
rise of urban middle class

-
parliamentary government in 5 colonies

-
growth of a sense of identity

· Democratic reforms; weak resistance

· Comparisons with late 19th century Britain. Australian colonies lead the way in extending franchise, voter equality, secret ballot and payment of members. South Australia leads the world in democratic innovation. 
· The triumph of democracy. The figure of Ned Kelly as litmus test: common criminal or political agitator?
· Clouds in the democratic sky: Decline of public influence, decline of trust, Australia falling behind in accountability measures.
