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In this paper Dr Al Shatter aims to identify the relationship between the developmental
hierarchy in the acquisition of Arabic L2 and the formal classroom instruction. The study
provides a general presentation of the current debate on the influence of formal
instruction in the acquisition of L2 with special attention given to Processability Theory’s
teachability approach, and its implications for teaching methods of L2 in genera,l and in
Arabic L2, in particular. The study also provides descriptive information on teaching
objectives and materials used by the participants to study Arabic L2 in order to establish
an explanation for the connection between Arabic L2 formal teaching and processability
hierarchy.
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