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10TH ANNIVERSARY OF CENTRE FOR ARAB & ISLAMIC STUDIES

February 24, 2004 marked the 10th Anniversary of the
establishment of the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies (The
Middle East and Central Asia), formerly known as the Centre for
Middle Eastern and Central Asia Studies. The occasion was marked
by a function attended by diplomatic envoys from a number of
countries, including Egypt, Turkey, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Iran,
Afghanistan and Syria, and the Head of the Palestiniar Delegation,
government officials and others with whom the Centre has had
association over the past ten years; representatives from various
areas of the University as well as staff and current graduate students
and former students.

The function provided attendees an opportunity to catch up and
reminisce, as well as to meet new faces. Several short speeches
marked the formal part of the evening. The Dean of the Faculty of
Arts, Professor Adam Shoemaker, noted the rational and
international profile of the Centre and the value of its addition to
The Australian National University's expertise. He also
acknowledged the commitment of CAIS Director Amin Saikal in
expanding and consolidating its activities. Professor Wiltiam Maley,
a long-time Associate of the Centre, and Director of the Asia Pacific
College of Diplomacy, commended the foresight and dedication
of the Director in setting up a Centre which is the only one of its
kind in Australia, and indeed the first one in the Western world to
combine the study of the Middie East and Central Asia. The first
MA and later PhD graduate, and now a Visiting Reader in the
Centre, Dr Robert Bowker, spoke of the emergence of the Centre
as a respected source of research, advice and commentary for both
gBvernment and non-governmental organisations as well as the
media and the broader general public,

In response, Professor Saikal thanked all those who had been
involved in any way with the establishment and development of
the Centre. However, he said there was still much to be done, and
in the current world situation it has become even more important
to provide informed and balanced education on the regions of
the Centre's coverage.

Distinguished guests ot the 10th anniversary celebrations (from left to
right] Mr Tamam Souliman, Charge d'affaires, Embassy of Syria, HE Mr
Michel Bitar, Ambassador of Lebanon, Mr Ali Kozgk, Hegd, General
FPafestinian Delegation, and RE Mr Assent Megohed, Ambassador of Egypt.
When former Australian Foreign Minister, Senator The Hon Gareth
Evans, spoke at the opening of the Centre in 1994 he noted that
the Centre's aim was to be inclusive of a wider audience than one

devoted to scholarship alone. '...[0]bjective research ... need not
mean that the interests of the wider community—including the
business community and those who serve in government—are
forgotten. Quite the contrary: the spread of reliable information
about difficult and contentious subjects will greatly assist policy
makers and all those who have to frame investment and marketing
strategies. .1 look forward to the Centre playing a central role in
providing information, analysis and vision which will be of
enormous benefit, not only to academic specialists and students
but also to the Government and the business community!

The Centre is proud to have been able to implement this vision
with a strong record over the past ten years of teaching excellence,
research, publication, outreach and contribution to public debate
on relevant issues.

PICKERING LECTURE: US POLICY TOWARDS THE MIDDLE EAST

Professor Amin Saikai, the Hon Thomas Pickering gnd Mrs Alice
Pickering ofter Mr Pickering's lecture

The Centre for Arab & Islamic Studies presented, as part of the
ANU-Toyota Public Lecture series, a lecture by the Hon Thomas R
Pickering on 4 March 2004.

Priar to taking up his position with Boeing in 2001, Mr Pickering
served as US Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs from
May 1997. In a distinguished diplomatic career spanning five
decades, he served as US ambassador to the Russian Federation,
India, Israel, El Salvador, Nigeria and the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan,

Ambassadar Thomas Pickering discussed the future of Iraq in the
light of the security situation and the adoption by the Iragi
Governing Council of a transitional law. Rebuilding the economy,
dealing with social change, and managing, particularly, Iraq's il
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STAFF

Professor Amin Saikal gave lectures at Zayed
University, United Arab Emirates, and the
American University in Beirut in January
2004.

He gave a CEQ Institute Syndicate
presentation on ‘Comparing/Contrasting
and Understanding Islam and the Impact on
Australia’ on 11 March and attended a
Roundtable discussion, 'The Iraq War: One
year on’, at the Australian Institute of
International Affairs in Canberra on 19
March.

Professor Saikal gave a special lecture at The
Sydney Institute on ‘lraq, Afghanistan and
the War on Terror on 1 April.

Professor Saikal gave interviews on Radio
National Breakfast show, Australia Talks back
(16 December), ABC Asia Pacific - IR Iran's
25 Anniversary; SBS Television news, ABC
{Canberra), 2GB, 6PR Perth (22 March), Radio
NZ; SBS Television News (5 April), ABC Radio
Nationat (15 April).

Dr Kirill Nourzhanov gave interviews to
Radio National on 12 March on the elections
in Russia; to SBS radio on 30 March on the
terrorist attacks in Uzbekistan; to Radio
Singapore on 30 March on NATO's new
members, to 2SER Sydney on 13 May on
Chechnya.

He gave a lecture at Lake Ginninderra
College, Canberra, on the prospects of peace
and stability in Iraq on 29 March,

Dr Robert Bowker, visiting Reader at the
Centre gave an interview on ABC Radio
{Sydney) .on 22 March on ‘the assassination
of the spiritual leader of Hamas, Sheikh
Ahmad Yassin. He also gave a radio interview
on SBS Radio on the Iragi Kurds on 16
February and on SBS Radio on 23 March.

Dr Bowker also gave a lecture to Year 12
students at Daramalan College, Canberra, on
7 May regarding the Arab-Israel conflict.

Dr Mehdi Ilhan gave a radio interview on
19 February to Radio Singapore
International on Morocco's moves to boost
women's rights.

WELCOME

CAIS extended a warm welcome to Dr Robert
Bowker as Visiting Reader (see Profile on
page 4).

VISITORS

Visitors to CAIS included The Hon Thomas R
Pickering, Vice-Président, International
Relations, Boeing; HE Mr Abdulrazak Hadi,
Ambassador of the UAE; HE Mr Hamid
Aboutalebi, Ambassador of the Islamic
Republic of Iran & Mr Eshagh Al-Habib,
Counsellor; HE Mr Samir Masarweh,
Ambassador of Jordan; Haji Mohammad
Alami Musa, President, Islamic Religious
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Council of Singapore; Mr Tamam Souliman,
Charge d'Affaires, Embassy of the Syrian Arab
Republic; Mr Mohammad Karegar, Director
of the National Museum of Iran: and HE Mr
Prabat Prakash Shukla, High Commissioner
of India.

HE Mr Leonid Moiseev, Ambassador of the
Russian Federation, made a special
presentation to students in the
undergraduate course 'Politics in Russia’ on
20 May.

HE Mr Leonid Moiseev during his presentation in
the CAIS fecture theatre.

Ibrahim Qzdemir, Professor of the History of
Philosophy, Ankara University, visited the
CAIS on 25 May. He participated in a
roundtable discussion with staff and a
number of graduate students during which
he discussed the large number of Turkish
students obliged to study overseas because
of the scarcity of places in Turkish
universities. He raised the possibility of
Turkish students coming to Australia if an
agreement was reached between the two
governments.

SEMINARS

The Hon Thomas R Pickering presented a
lecture on US Policy towards the Middle East,
as part of the ANU-Toyota Public Lecture
series, on 4 March 2004.

Michael Greenhalgh, the Sir William Dobell
Professor of Art Histary in the Faculty of Arts
at ANU gave a seminar in the CAIS lecture
theatre on 27 May 2004.

ADMISSION TO DEGREE
Rizwan Hussain has been admitted to the

‘degree of Doctor of Philosophy for his thesis

‘Relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan
and the Rise of Islamic Fundamentalism®
Douglas Sturkey has submitted for
examination his thesis on 'The Arab-lsrael
Dispute during the Clinton Administration:
The Limits of American Power.

MA SUBMISSIONS

Several MA students have recently completed
the research component of their MA-program.

This program combines six units of
coursework and a sub-thesis of
approximately 25,000 words.

Eko Ernada, 'Investigating Muslim Opinions
Towards Human Rights in Islam {Issues of
Compatability in Egypt and Indonesia):
Saxon Newlove, 'Iranian-British Relations
1997-2004"

Lydia Tong, 'Islam and Wahhabism: The
Case of Muhammadiyah in Southeast Asia’

GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE
COURSEWORK

Numbers in the graduate coursework
pregram have expanded, including the first
enrolments in the new double Masters
program, Masters of Middle Eastern and
Central Asian StudiesfMasters of Diplomacy,
which is offered in conjunction with the
ANU Asia—Pacific College of Diplomacy.
There will also be an option for students to
complete an MA/Masters of Diplomacy
double degree. Within the coursework
program, several new courses have been
offered this year: Islam, the West and
International Terrorism, The Dynamics of the
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, and The Gulf
Strategic Environment.

At undergraduate level, the Centre has
expanded its offerings in Turkish language
and history, and a new undergraduate
program, Bachelor of International Business
(The Middle East), has been approved for
introduction. This program will be offered
jointly with the Faculty of Economics and
Commerce.
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wealth for the future devc}op}*ri%ﬁ# of the cou tf,v' rould require
security, goverpance and stability, .and the-establishment of
authority. The United States he oceupying

The Hon Thomas Pickering dufing his lectdre
at the ANU. 4 “n

WAL &

power, to do all that it could to ensure ther‘él'ﬁ\uvguld be a future™

security situation in Irag that the Iragis themselves could
manage. There needed to be much greater participation of the
United Nations and the international community in that regard.

Turning to the Arab Israeli question, Ambassador Pickering said *

that after almost 40 years of conflict and effort and
negotiation, the shape of a final agreement was closer than
ever before, while the parties were far apart intellectually,
actively and ideologically, separated by the ongoing violence
and the Israeli response to that violence. While theoretically a
fence might help deal with suicide bombings, it would not
resolve the issues that stood between Palestinians and Israelis
which only negotiation could overcome, Ways had to be found
to end the violence on both sides. Israeli settlement activity

‘and continued expansion of Israeli settiements was an

incitement to violence and needed to be brought under control.
Ending the violence required Palestinian cooperation and it
was withip the capabilities of the Palestinians to make their
own contribution. The future for the region clearly lay in a
comprehensive two state solution, but a two state solution
without cooperation between the two states was not a solution,
Some believed the situation was drifting toward even more
de-facto separation.

Ambassador Pickering identified elements which he believed
were very close, if not already in place, and which could form
the basis for a final agreement, as a demilitarised Palestinian
state, but with its own police authority; and international
supervision, at least for a time, with technical monitoring and
perhaps joint patrols including international, Israeli and Arab
forces. Negotiated territorial adjustments on both sides of the
Green Line would address the issues arising from Israeli
settlements on the outskirts of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. Under
Barak the Israelis had made far-reaching proposals which
involved Arab/Muslim areas in Jerusalem going to Palestine,
and the Jewish and Armenian quarters staying with Israel.
Ambassador Pickering said that contrary to many, he believed
that Israel should recognise a very limited right of return for
Palestinians refugees who were forced to leave or left in 1948,
Arafat had a lamentable record. of missed opportunities, but

he remained both a difficult problem and an important centre to
be consulted. Ultimately there was no achievable middle ground
status quo; the parties had to either go forward to a settlement
or expect disruption and difficulty.

Ambassador Pickering’s presentation will be published in the near
future as an Occasional Paper of the Centre.







