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3. The historical interpretation

Bugis texts contain information dating back to ¢.1300 and provide detailed data on the origins
and development of several of the major kingdoms of South Sulawesi. Sources for Luwu, however,
are comparatively poor, and the traditional King List of Luwu is particularly problematic. In his
study of this list, Caldwell (1998:40) concludes that: ‘In the cold light of day, far from
demonstrating that Luwu’s tradition of kingship is older than that of other Bugis kingdoms, the
King List offers no real evidence of organized political life before 1400.” He adds that no Bugis
textual evidence can be found to date the Bugis kingdom of Luwu any earlier than the Desawarnana
(Nagarakrtagama)’s well-known reference of 1365 (Pigeaud 1960-63 volume 3:17; Robson 1995).

Extrapolating from the evidence from other Bugis kingdoms, Luwu’s inception should date to
¢.1300 (Caldwell 1995). However, the evidence from other kingdoms is closely related to the
spread and intensification of wet rice agriculture, whereas the staple in much of Luwu is sago and
the soils are generally unsuited to the growing of rice. Portuguese sources, which cover for the most
part a small portion of the west coast between the years 1542 and 1547, do not mention Luwu. The
first important Dutch source on Luwu is Speelman’s ‘Notitie dienende voor eenen korten tijd en tot
nader last van de Hoge Regering op Batavia voor den ondercoopman Jan van Oppijnen’
(Speelman 1670}, which, importantly, records the export of iron from Luwu. The first systematic
history of South Sulawesi is Blok’s History of the island of Celebes, which was written in 1759 and
published in English in 1817. Blok, a Dutch governor of Macassar, based his account on unnamed
indigenous written and oral sources, as well as on Speelman’s Notitie. Despite its having been
published almost two centuries ago, Blok’s history provides a useful point of entry into the
historical sources for pre- and early post-Islamic South Sulawesi. The first systematic study of the
textual sources for the pre-Islamic period was by Caldwell (1988) who later published an account of
the general features of pre-Islamic state and society depicted in these sources (Caldwell 1995). The
present historical analysis does not aim to present a comprehensive account of the political and
cultural history of Luwu, but is intended to address a number of key questions which must be
answered in preparation for the writing of that history.

3.1 The interpretation of the La Galigo epic
In a report on a recent workshop on the early history of South Sulawesi, Macknight writes that:
‘Some genres of writing, such as genealogies, king lists, vassal lists or chronicles, while
posing various philological problems for editors, allow relatively straightforward

interpretation. Others, and especially the vast collection of texts deriving from the I La Galigo
cycle of stories, pose major problems of interpretation.’ (Macknight in press.)
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Previously we have touched upon the problem of reconciling the picture of the past found in the
La Galigo materials with that derived from the chronicles, from modern archaeology, and from
external sources (Section 1.5). Any interpretation of the La Galigo materials must start from
Koolhof’s brilliant demonstration of the nature of the La Galigo as ‘oral composition’ (Koolhof

11992).% The skills required for this task thus belong not to the discipline of history but to the

specialised study of orally-composed epic literature (e.g. Lord 1960).
To address the problem of cultural and political discontinuity, South Sulawesi historians have
placed the characters and events of the La Galigo in a period earlier than those of the historical

' texts, which record the rise of agricultural kingdoms. This interpretation of the material can be

traced at least as far back as the chronicle of Bone, which was probably composed in the late
seventeenth century. It is also widespread among those Bugis people today for whom the stories
retain the force of 4reality. As we have noted above, it is also the basis on which Pelras has
developed his view of the early history of South Sulawesi.

Caldwell has written that:

“To [use the La Galigo texts as historical sources] will require a methodology different from
that used for genealogical or toponymic records, and, to judge by the study of the Greek
epics, the prospects do not look promising. Finlay (1964) sets out the formidable problems in
attempting to use the Iliad’s account of the Trojan War to account for the destruction of Troy
VIla.” (Caldwell 1995:418, footnote 47.)

There are indeed good arguments for ignoring the La Galigo as a source of accessible historical
information. These arguments are drawn from the study of comparable European epic poems, such
as the Nibelungenlied (Thomas 1995), the Chanson de Roland (Brault 1978) and the Iliad (Mueller
1984), which have been carefully evaluated against detailed archaeological and historical records.
as well as having been subject to very detailed internal scrutiny. Study of these and similar non-
European epic traditions has revealed that the composition of such texts results in an ‘atomization’
of the informational content. While the overall plot of each cpisode may remain consistent —
generally there is a remarkable consistency in structure and personal relationships — the composer
draws on a wide range of formulas and other linguistic devices in order to tell the tale. Thus an
individual, object or practice from one period can be juxtaposed with an object or practice from a
completely different period, in a causal as well as a temporal relationship. The result is that unless
we know, from historical or from archaeological sources, which object or practice belongs to which
particular historical period, we are likely to be led astray by the text’s seeming coherence. The fact
that we can only assess the truth of an oral epic from other sources leads to what Macknight (1993:

% His dissertation, which is in Dutch, is summarised in Macknight (1993). Koolhof (1999) examines the role of the La
Galigo as a cultural encyclopaedia and discusses the historical development of the work.
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footnote 107) has called the Vermeule paradox, namely that one only knows what is true if one
already knows it from some other source.”’ "

On: the grounds of method, we agree with Macknight (1993:35) that ‘the concept of an “Age of
Galigo” must be strenuously resisted.” However, even he agrees that the La Galigo material has its
uses. In particular, we are impressed by the way it draws attention to the close link between Luwu
and the western Cenrana valley, and to the importance of the eastern area of the Gulf of Luwu.
These two important themes directed and shaped much of the field research carried out by OXIS.
The results, set out in Section 2 above, and discussed below, confirm, we believe, the essential
cotrectness of this approach to the La Galigo cycle.

3.2 The chronology of the Bugis kingdom of Luwu

It is a fundamental axiom of Bugis historiography that Luwu is the oldest and most prestigious
of kingdoms of South Sulawesi. In Section 1.3 it was stated that this tradition can be dated back in
European sources to the seventeenth century. The obvious source of this idea is the La Galigo
cycle, which can reasonably be assumed to have been current in South Sulawesi since at least the
same century.58

Viewed from an archaeological perspective, there are three important questions to be answered.
The first is whether or not Luwu can be considered the homeland of the Bugis people themselves,
as numerous oral traditions from all over South Sulawesi would suggest. The second is whether
there existed a Bugis kingdom in Luwu for 400 years (Van Braam Morris 1889) or for 300 years
(Pelras 1996) before the rise of the historical kingdoms in the southern peninsula, the emergence of
which can be dated by textual and by archaeological evidence to ¢.1300. The third question is
whether Pelras (1996) is correct in ascribing a period of anarchy, conventionally lasting seven
pariama (B., a period of time ranging from 8 to 25 years), to the mid-fourteenth century.

Was Luwu the homeland of the Bugis?

Despite the consistent view of Bugis tradition, an anthropologically informed view of Luwu
suggests that it is an area into which the Bugis have migrated at an uncertain time in the past.
Unlike other Bugis kingdoms, where Bugis is the dominant language and is spoken across the entire
landscape, in Luwu the Bugis language is spoken only along the seaboard and scarcely at all inland,
apart from along the narrow coastal strip south of Palopo. Inland of the coast, on the lowlands and

*" This does not mean of course, that one cannot be prodded into certain lines of inquiry by an epic poem, The most
famous example of this is Schliemann’s search for the ancient city of Troy, which was inspired in part by his life-long
passion for the Iliad, the story of which he believed to be essentially true. The identification of Hissarlik as the site of
llion and the acropolis of New Ilium was, however, made by Charles Maclaren, and the site was probably pointed out to
Schliemann by a young American, Frank Calvert (Wood 1985:43-44).

*®In its present written form on European paper, the La Galigo cannot date from much earlier than the seventeenth
century, and the oldest surviving datable texts are from the late eighteenth century (Koolhof 1999:footnote 12). The
palm-leaf ‘spools’ that comprised the physical means of recording Bugis texts before the introduction of European
paper (Tol 1996:218) may have contained brief, mnemonic ‘outlines’ of the La Galigo.
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foothills, live speakers of the Toala, Lemolang, Wotu, Padoe and Tolaki languages. Speakers of the
Rongkong, Seko, Rampi and Mori languages are found in the highland valleys (Grimes and Grimes
1987:20). This linguistic situation parallels the organisation of the polities in the Tributary and
Domain List of Luwu (Caldwell and Druce 1998), which suggests that the Bugis were the dominant
group at the domains located along the coast, which included Tampinna, Ngapa, Malili, Patimang,
Cilellang, Lamunre, Suli, Larompong, Lanrang, Senga and Cerekang. Inland were found the
internally autonomous ‘tributary’ chiefdoms of Baebunta, Matano, Mengkoka, Patila, Bolong,
Rongkong, Suso, Waropo, Loda, Bajo, Balabatu, Lebbani and Lelewawo, many corresponding to a
distinct non-Bugis group. The simplest explanation of this pattern is that the Bugis have settled at
strategic places along the coastline in order to trade with these inland polities.

When did the Bugis settle along the coast of the Gulf of Bone?

The ceramic evidence from the OXIS excavations and surface surveys along the coast of the
Gulf of Bone strongly suggest that Bugis settlement had commenced by around 1300, initially at
Malangke (but possibly also at Bua and Ponrang). At Malangke there is sufficient sherdage from
the thirteenth to fourteenth centuries to suggest a date of settlement in the latter half of the
thirteenth century. This closely matches textual evidence for a mid-thirteenth century date for the
origins of agricultural polities in the Soppeﬁg and Cenrana valleys (Caldwell 1988). Only a single
martavan sherd from nearly 1,600 classified sherds from Malangke can be provisionally ascribed to
the twelfth to thirteenth centuries. The thirteenth to fourteenth century category is represented by
just nine pieces; there are six pieces for the fourteenth century, 40 for the fourteenth to fifteenth
centuries, 24 for the fifteenth century, 221 for the fifteenth to sixteenth centuries, 391 for the
sixteenth century, and 76 for the sixteenth to seventeenth centuries (Appendix: Table A-5). The
chronological histograms for Malangke (Figures 2-5 and 2-6) show occupation of Tompe,
Lindrunge, Pincang Pute and Tampung Jawa by the thirteenth century, and map the growth of two
major habitation centres starting in the fourteenth century, at Pattimang Tua (close to the Javanese
settlement of Tampung Jawa) and Utti Batue. The histograms indicate that Malangke grew rapidly
after ¢.1400, reached a peak of development about 1500 and maintained that level of development
during the sixteenth century. The sharp drop in the number of ceramics in the seventeenth century
corresponds to the oral tradition that Malangke was largely abandoned after ¢. 1620.

Was there a period of political and social disorder in the late fourteenth century?

The chronological distribution of sherdage from Malangke and Wotu shows no sign of a falling-
off in trade, or shifting patterns of trade, which Pelras (1996:52-56) posits as the cause of the
hypothesized period of political and social disorder in the mid-fourteenth century. Instead, the
sherdage recorded in Malangke grows demonstrably from ¢.1300 to ¢.1600, with no gap or
reduction in the ceramic record (Appendix A: Table A-5). The ceramic sherdage from Wotu, some
of which dates back an additional 100 years to ¢.1200, shows a similar growth over the same period
of time (Appendix A: Table A-3), as does the Baebunta sherdage (Appendix A:Table A-4). A
pattern of exponential growth in the ceramics imported to Luwu between the thirteenth and the

92




sixteenth centuries is abundantly clear from the histogram in Figure A-1 (Appendix A). Of course,
it might be argued that Luwu is not representative of the southern Bugis kingdoms, the economies
of which were largely agricultural. However, the combined sherdage from the Cina sites and
Cenrana shows a similar exponential increase in volume from the thirteenth to the fifteenth century
(Appendix B: Figure B-1). Nowhere in Luwu or at Cina is there any sign of a decline in the
quantity or quality of sherdage, symptomatic of deteriorating trading conditions.

The estimates of population size at Malangke based on the number of looted burials at the
surveyed sites (Tables 2-8 and 2-9) also reflect Malangke's rude economic health in the fourteenth
century. Although these are whole century estimates, the much larger fifteenth century population
figures can clearly be read as evidence of population growth in the fourteenth century. The
population of Europe was everywhere lower in the fifteenth century than in the fourteenth century,
as a result of the outbreaks of Black Death after 1347, which killed about one third of Europe’s
population. Malangke offers a sensitive barometer of economic change in South Sulawesi, as its
“decline and later abandonment following Luwu's loss of control over the Cenrana around 1560
illustrates. A period of social and political disorder in the Bugis agricultural heartlands would have
had a profound impact on life at a remote outpost such as Malangke, which (we argue below)
maintained close economic and political relations with the western Cenrana valley. A period of
anarchy lasting several years, let alone several dozen years, would almost certainly have led to
Malangke's abandonment.

Pelras' proposed period of political and social disorder (Section 1.5) is based in part upon the
Jeitmotif of a short period of anarchy in a number of historical texts and in part upon ceramic
evidence from Soppeng, published in Kallupa ef al. (1989). Macknight (1986:220) has drawn
attention to the similarity of the description in the chronicle of Bone of the lawless period before the
acceptance of the first rulers with appropriate status and the Sanskrit concept of matsyanydya or
'way of the fishes'. He sees this description of lawlessness as an Indic literary trope which the
author of the chronicle has somehow picked up and put to use, rather than a memory of actual
conditions. The decline in the number of ceramic sherds in the fourteenth century, which Pelras
reports for Soppeng (after Kallupa et al. 1989) is based on the difference of 59.5 fourteenth century
sherds compared with 61.5 thirteenth century sherds. This small difference is the result of slightly
more sherds being assigned to the late Sung (the twelfth to thirteenth century category) (15) than to
the late Yuan-early Ming transition (the fourteenth to fifteenth century category) (ten). However,
some of the Soppeng sherds which were dated to the thirteenth to fourteenth century category (108
in all) may have arrived at the sites during the fourteenth century, although Kallupa et af. (1989)
had no evidence for this. In short, nowhere in South Sulawesi do we find any evidence of an
economic decline in the thirteenth to fourteenth century indicative of a period of social and political
disorder. Instead, growing evidence points to a significant increase in trade with other parts of the
archipelago, and the rise of large political groupings, or kingdoms.

93



What preceded Malangke?

Our answer to this question must be qualified by the fact that at Cerekang, and to a lesser extent
at Ussu, local residents forbade the OXIS team to €xcavate, or even to survey, the sites with the
most likely prospects for yielding remains from the pre-Islamic period. Nevertheless, there is no
evidence from elsewhere in Luwu of an ‘Age of Galigo’ preceding Bugis settlement in this region
around 1300, unless one chooses to see it as an allusion to the earlier settlement of Wotu.

The general argument is implicit above but will bear repeating. Van Braam Morris (1889) placed
Luwu’s main period between the tenth and fourteenth centuries, while Pelras (1996) proposed a
date between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries. These dates would place the origin and rise of
Luwu some 300 to 400 years earlier than the other kingdoms of South Sulawesi, which are widely
accepted to have arisen in the fourteenth century.

Unlike the western Cenrana valley, Luwu is not a Bugis-speaking region. An anthropologically
informed view of Luwu would suggest that the Bugis have moved into the region from the south, in
order to trade with Luwu’s indigenous ethnic groups. A date of Bugis settlement in the centuries
preceding ¢.1300, coupled with evidence of cultural florescence, would lend support to Pelras’
hypothesis that an older civilization based in Luwu and in the Cenrana valley (equivalent to the
‘Age of Galigo’) preceded the changing economic conditions which led, in the late fourteenth
century, to the rise of new agricultural societies in the southern peninsula.

However, no Bugis site in Luwu excavated or surveyed by OXIS produced evidence of
settlement earlier than the late thirteenth century. Two sites, Katue and Bola Merajae, yielded
evidence of initial occupation by 1,500-2,000 years ago, but the case for a Bugis association with
this initial occupation is highly dubious. Nor was there any evidence, at any site, of an economic
decline following initial settlement, which would have shown up as a falling off, or a gap, in the
ceramic record. Where the archaeological record stretched back to the thirteenth century, which it
did at a number of sites in Malangke, it did so with no visible chronological gap in the sherdage.
Instead, ceramic imports appear to have grown apace from 1300 onwards (Appendix: Figure A-1).
From this evidence it would appear that the kingdom of Luwu is no older than some other Bugis
kingdoms, and that the rise of the Bugis kingdoms, whether their economies rested on agriculture or
trade, or on a combination of the two, was due to a general change in economic conditions in the
second half of the thirteenth century AD.,

The single coastal sites in Luwu that produced abundant ceramics significantly earlier than the
fourteenth century is Tambu-Tambu in Wotu. Tambu-Tambu is the only place that OXIS excavated
or surveyed in Luwu which provided significant evidence of long distance trade starting by the
early thirteenth century. Tambu-Tambu lies close to the small town of Wotu, which sits at the foot
of a trade route leading north from the Gulf of Bone across the central highlands to the Pamona-
speaking regions of Central Sulawesi and further north to Poso, Tambu-Tambu yielded larger
amounts of thirteenth to fourteenth century sherdage than did any other site in Luwu (Figure 2-3),
and the variety of broadly Yuan wares strongly suggests substantial settlement by c.1200. As
predicted in OXIS’ working hypotheses, Wotu was evidently an established trading polity before
the arrival of the first Bugis at Malangke. Only later, perhaps in the fourteenth or fifteenth century,

94




was Wotu loosely incorporated into the kingdom of Luwu, not as a tributary but as a partner
kingdom (Caldwell and Druce 1998:57). Linguistic research is necessary to establish whether
Tambu-Tambu should be interpreted as representing a settlement of traders from Selayar (or
possibly from Buton) who settled at Wotu in order to trade with the Pamona of Central Sulawesi.
Nevertheless, the evidence from Tambu-Tambu demonstrates the existence from at least ¢.1200
until the present day of a prosperous settlement of ancestral Wotu speakers trading hinterland
produce from as far inland as Lake Posso in Central Sulawesi, in exchange for beads, ceramics and
other manufactured goods. :

Wotu has a mythologized topography which is remarkably similar to the mythologized
topography of Cerekang-Ussu. In Wotu’s mythologized topography, the nearby hill of Lampenai
(which provides a useful landmark for sailors approaching the coast) is the structural equivalent of
the hill Pensimewuni in the origin myth of the Bugis-speaking settlement of Cerekang. According
to informants at Wotu, Bataraguru, the son of the ruler of the upper heavens, is supposed to have
descended on the summit of Lampenai, accompanied by a retinue of slaves and followers, and there
opened the world’s first cultivated field. Several other Wotu sites are also identified with the
characters and events of the La Galigo. Logic suggests that this mythologized topography
represents a borrowing or imitation of Bugis traditions, or that the Bugis of Cerekang (and
elsewhere) have borrowed and adapted a Wotu mythology, or that both the Bugis and the people of
Wotu have adopted a mythology common to the eastern coast of the Gulf of Bone. For various
reasons, including the fact that the creation sections of the La Galigo are set in an essentially non-
Bugis-speaking area of Luwu, we are inclined to the view that the Luwu Bugis, who appear to have
moved into the Gulf of Bone after ¢.1300, have adopted their creation mythology from an older,
local mythology. _ ‘

Katue was the other Luwu site which produced evidence of considerable trade significantly
earlier than the fourteenth century. The people of Katue were engaged in trade, including, it would
seem, the export of iron ore from the Nuha region. Radiocarbon dates from Katue are problematic,
but the glass beads recovered from the site indicate an occupation date prior to ¢.1000. However,
we should be cautious in identifying the trade at Katue with an ‘Age of Galigo’. Katue was
probably a Bajau settlement (there is evidence of a historical Bajau presence all along the eastern
coast of Luwu), or a Padoe settlement with a sizable Bajau population. The site produced no
evidence of cremated burials, which are the classic markers of Bugis settlement, nor did the Bugis
of Cerekang, who jealously guard what we believe to be their historical sites, have any knowledge
of Katue, other than as the place where they lived before the Netherlands Indies government moved
the settlement of Katue to its present roadside location at Cerekang. Significantly, the quantities of
trade goods recovered at Katue suggest a very much smaller volume of trade than do post-c.1300
trading sites elsewhere in Luwu. We therefore believe that Katue is best interpreted as providing
evidence of Bajau involvement in long-distance trade along the coasts of South and Southeast
Sulawesi in the first millennium AD, before the arrival on this coast of the Bugis.
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3.3 Iron smelting in Luwu

One of OXIS’ key aims was to establish the date of the start of the large-scale export of iron

from Matano. The bulk of the iron smelted at Matano was presumably exported to Java, which is

generally poor in iron deposits. In Java, the name Luwu is associated with iron and kris. Garrett and
Bronwen Solyom (1978:5,18) discuss pamor Bugis or pamor Luwu, which Javanese informants

~describe as being ‘rough and sharp to the touch, but of a more uniform grey and thus less “alive™

than Javanese pamor. These scholars favour a mid-fourteenth century development of the kris, and
its expansion to the outer islands in the fifteenth century.

OXIS’ working hypotheses named iron as an important element in the expansion of the Bugis
into the Gulf of Bone. When one considers the scarcity of iron in Java, and the early contacts
between the Bugis and Majapahit Java (discussed below), it seems reasonable to assume that a trade
in iron, which is plentiful in the mountainous highlands of the Guif of Bone, played an important
role in the economy of early Luwu. The local Bugis term for Luwu iron, bessi Ussu’, or Ussu iron,
points to Matano as the likely source of Luwu’s iron, and Cerekang as the coastal settlement from
which it was traded.

The idea that the Bugis settled first in the Cerekang-Ussu region in order to establish trading
relationships with the iron smelters of Matano (as suggested by the reputed precedence of Cerekang
over later palace sites) was, however, not supported by the radiocarbon dates from Matano. The
dates obtained from charcoal associated with iron smelting at Kampung Matano showed that
smelting started no earlier than the late fifteenth century. These dates all fall within a wide plateau
in the calibration curve which lies between approximately 1480 and 1630 (Stuiver and Pearson
1986:Figure 1A). If the true age of any of the charcoal samples were older than ¢. 1480, this should
be reflected by determinations which cross into an earlier plateau in the calibration curve between
1280 and 1380, or which include the curve’s sharp step between 1280 and 1380 (Stuiver and
Pearson 1986: Figure 1B). In no instance is this the case, which suggests that all the radiocarbon
determinations from Matano do in fact belong to the 1480-1630 plateau, Iron smelting could thus
have started at Matano anywhere between c¢.1480 and ¢, 1630, but a date at the earlier end of this
range is indicated by the 120 ceramic pieces collected in a systematic surface survey of the village,
which included a few pieces of sherdage attributable to the fifteenth to sixteenth centuries.
However, the bulk of the iron smelting clearly took place after 1600, as indicated by the fact that
approximately 90% of the collected and excavated keramik postdate the seventeenth century
(Appendix: Table A-1). We conclude from these data that iron smelting started at Matano around
1500, or perhaps a little earlier.

Kampung Matano does not, however, mark the origin of iron smelting in Luwu. Charcoal from
the lowest unit of square 1 at Pontanoa Bangka returned a radiocarbon date of AD 410-660. This
suggests that iron was lightly processed on the north-west coast of Lake Matano as early as the mid-
first millennium, roughly one thousand years before smelting began at Matano. Although no
smelted iron was found in this square, the charcoal was associated with plentiful ironstone (batu
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