} 2.5 Malangke

Introduction

Kecamatan Malangke has a high annual rainfall of 2,500 to 3,000 mm, evenly distributed with at
Al i * least seven to nine wet months (Bulbeck 1992:Figure 1-2). A complex system of debouching rivers
and a low-lying topography (with spot heights always five metres or less above median sea-level)
further contribute to swampy conditions across the area researched by OXIS. All the studied sites
lie within or near a 12,000 hectare zone of mangrove forest which, in the late 1980s, was the largest
in Sulawesi (Whitten ez al. 1987:125, 190).*"

The Malangke coastal swamps are one of the primary sources of sago in South Sulawesi. One
stand between Wailawi and Tompe exported around 760 tons of wet sago (approximately 70% of
Malangke’s sago exports) to Palopo in 1984 (Osazawa 1986). To the immediate northeast, smaller
sago stands are common, but much of the land shown as mangrove forest on even the most recent
maps has now been converted to mandarin orchards. Currently, cacao increasingly rivals mandarins
as the favoured cash crop. These dramatic changes are the result of a virtual epidemic of
spontaneous transmigrant Bugis converting scrub and forest to orchards for cash cropping. These
transmigrants represent a very recent overlay on the traditional population, which appears to be
Bugis to the core.

From the above observations, we would expect the landscape of Malangke during the late pre-
Islamic period to have been a landscape of dense mangrove swamps penetrated only by meandering
estuarine waterways. Sago should have been the main subsistence crop, supplemented by fruits and
nuts from other trees able to tolerate the humidity and brackish groundwater. The phytoliths (silica
skeletons of the plant cells) from sediment samples should be dominated by mangrove species and
sago identifications, with a lower representation of other tropical tree crops. Fish should represent a
substantial portion of the diet. In conditions offering good preservation of organic remains,
mangrove timber, nut husks and fish bones may be expected. Dammar, imported from the
Rongkong highlands, might also be expected.

Further expectations follow from our hypotheses regarding Luwu’s early history (Section 1.8).
The earliest keramik identifications of any significant number should date to around 1300, There
should be many fourteenth century examples, a peak corresponding to the fifteenth century, and a
continually strong representation of sixteenth century wares, followed by a marked decline in
seventeenth century and later wares. Much of the keramik should be of high quality. Other material
cultural remains should also reflect the existence of a prosperous, sophisticated elite,
Archaeological site surveys should identify a settlement pattern with a large central place,
corresponding to the palace centre, surrounded by smaller settlements. The entire population in
Luwu’s core could equal or exceed ten thousand inhabitants.

The palace centre should be large and internally diverse in terms of economic specialization. A
random sampling procedure for its excavation should find evidence for working and, possibly,
smelting iron in at least one of the site’s sectors. Other sectors of the site should recover evidence of

¥ In the 1940s the mangrove forest extended nearly as far inland as Bacbunta (Anon. 1945).
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other specialist crafts, for example, the production of earthenware pots. Fragments of iron tools and
weapons should be relatively common in excavated deposits where conditions allow the
preservation of iron. Evidence of imported foods (e.g. rice) should be restricted to an elite sector,
which should be similarly favoured in terms of the quality of its material culture.

Findings and interpretation _
Figure 2-5 shows the results of the OXIS survey of kecamatan Malangke. Thirty nine discrete

looted places, corresponding to pre-Islamic burial grounds, were plotted, and three further looted

sites were reported but not inspected.*? Not only is this a major concentration of ancient burial
grounds, but also the larger sites reportedly had up to a thousand men employed to loot them at the
time of peak exploitation. The extent of two large habitation sites, at Utti Batue and Pattimang Tua,
were revealed through sub-surface survey; smaller habitation sites were often identified by looters’
reports that these places yielded only sempe or sherdage rather than complete vessels.

In the pre-Islamic period, the local coastline may have been a small bay, based on the lack of
reports of sites southeast of the dotted line on Map 7 and the deposition of 70 ¢cm or more of
sediments on Utti Batue since its abandonment. If so, the settlement pattern would have consisted
of one coastally oriented, major cluster of sites around Utti Batue, and a second cluster of major
sites a few kilometres inland at Pattimang Tua/Tampung Jawa. The Utti Batue cluster would have
sat in the approximate centre of a continuous swathe of coastal sites which are generally smaller
with distance from Utti Batue, whereas Pattimang Tua/Tampung Jawa apparently lacks a
surrounding constellation of smaller sites. The coastal sites, at least, exhibit a pattern of increasing
density and areal extent towards the centre (as would be expected from Central Place Theory)
indicating the predominantly coastal orientation of the Malangke pre-Islamic settlement system.

OXIS’ records of the keramik from the various sites consist of complete and semi-complete
pieces stored in the villagers’ possession, sherds collected from the surface of the sites, and sherds
excavated at the sites. Table A-5 in Appendix A amalgamates the available identifications from a
series of surveys and excavations in 1995, 1997, 1998 and 1999. The 120 recorded pieces in
villagers’ possession, 74 pieces identified from excavations, 434 pieces recorded from a single
dumping event or refuse pit at Utti Batue, and 162 pieces identified from dispersed surface
collections, add up to a large, reliable sample. The only potential bias is the large representation of
Utti Batue pieces, which account for about 60% of the entire Malangke sample. Therefore, the
Malangke total will be considered under the categories ‘Utti Batue’ and ‘other Malangke’.

Only one sherd, a martavan base collected from Tampung Jawa, has been dated to the twelfth to
thirteenth centuries, and even this identification is questionable.” Small numbers of wares dating to

“ Site names and numbers correspond to present-day land divisions and may bear little relationship with the pre-
Islamic naming system. For instance, just.one or a few names may have referred to the concentration of sites now
represented under eight names (Pattimang Tua 8, Lindrunge, Pattimang Baru 1, Utti Batue, Arateng, Dadekoe,
Wale'walae and Mangnge).

* The apparent contradiction with reports of numerous Song celadons and monochromes from Malangke (Caldwell
1993:8) is explained by the fact that in the local classification system all celadons are automatically assigned to the

Song Dynasty.
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the thirteenth to fourteenth centuries were recorded both in villagers’ possession and from surface
sherdage. This pattern would extend to excavated pieces as well, if Jizhou jars should be dated to
‘ these centuries, rather than to the fourteenth to fifteenth century, as we have done here (following
| ‘ Bulbeck 1996-97:1059). Hence the available evidence strongly confirms the expectation that the
I ‘ earliest keramik were imported to Malangke ¢.1300. The tiny burial ground of Tompe is
i particularly interesting, as it evidently fell into decline during the fourteenth century (Figure 2-3).
‘ Its location is marginal with respect to the Malangke site complex; it perhaps represents an
1' Jindependent, coastal trading centre which withered with the centralisation of local commerce in
|

Malangke.

Keramik imports would appear to have grown apace from 1300: there are numerous fourteenth
to fifteenth and fifteenth century identifications, including rare classes such as Vietnamese black-
and-white and early Vietnamese blue-and-white. A fifteenth century emphasis is suggested by the
high frequencies of Ming celadons and whitewares, and Vietnamese and Sawankhalok pieces. The
ratio of 130 Vietnamese blue-and-white to 282 Ming bluc-and-white identifications in Malangke
| (Appendix: Table A-5) contrasts markedly with the ratio of 88 Vietnamese blue-and-white to 860
Ming blue-and-white in Macassar (Bulbeck 1992:608), the power and wealth of which underwent a
i meteoric rise in the sixteenth century. When Malangke’s standardized chronological histogram is
i : considered (Figure 2-6), we see that at sites other than Utti Batue the fourteenth and fifteenth
i centuries are equally strongly represented, proportionally speaking, and a sixteenth century dip is
; clearly evident. The addition of Utti Batue, which is essentially a fifteenth to sixteenth century site
‘ | (Figure 2-6), produces a fifteenth century increase in Malangke’s keramik profile compared to the
‘ | fourteenth century, and expansion continues into the sixteenth century.
| Keramik identifications at Malangke remain strong into the carly seventeenth century. as
| represented by classes such as Wanli, Swatow, and Transitional blue-and-white (Appendix: Table
A-5). However, there is no more than a single Qing Dynasty identification, which, being nineteenth
|

century, refers to the recent phase of light, dispersed occupation. Clearly, at the start of the
seventeenth century there was still a large population in the Malangke survey area, and by the end
‘ of the century the place was virtually deserted. The demise of Malangke as a palace centre can be
il dated to between ¢.1610 and ¢. 1630 from the evidence discussed in Caldwell and Druce (1998).
i Malangke Beccu evidently harboured an elite occupation until the middle or even the late
! ‘ seventeenth century, as reflected in the site’s standardized chronological histogram (Figure 2-5). the
! finding of a fine Islamic coffin preserved in its waterlogged sediments, and the mysterious earthen
' wall at Massalekoe to the immediate north of Malangke Beccu (see below). The abandonment of
Malangke was thus a process that occurred over approximately half a century, suggesting it was
more an adjustment to changing socio-economic conditions than a sudden response to a disaster or

emergency.

‘ Many of the identified pieces are high-quality wares, for instance the seven Jizhou iron-painted
‘: martavans,”* the Vietnamese and Ming blue-and-white balubu (large jar) and the Kraakporselein
“ from Malangke Beccu (classified in Table A-5 in the Appendix as Wanli). A single hole at Pincang

| , il * Only seven examples are known from the entire Macassar and Soppeng surveys (Bulbeck 1992:394).
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Pute reportedly yielded 40 pieces, presumably accompanying the burial of a wealthy aristocrat.
Gold was feportedly often looted, sometimes in great quantities, and all since melted down for sale.
The few bronze bracelets, glass vases and glass beads shown to the survey team represent the tip of
the iceberg of the extraordinary wealth of the pre-Islamic Malangke inhabitants, or at least that of

its elite. Looters reportedly came upon a kacapi (mandolin) at Mangnge, evidence of the presence

of musicians at Luwu’s royal court. Another reported find, from the southerly habitation area in Utti
Batue, was a boulder engraved as a board for playing macang, a traditional Bugis game played with

- counters. A north-south oriented Islamic coffin from Malangke Beccu, finely carved in the Banten

decorative style, and the Javanese-style tomb of Luwu’s second sultan (Van Lijf 1953) demonstrate
the continued presence in Malangke of a prosperous, sophisticated elite, until the shift of the palace
centre to Benteng Tompottikka near Palopo.

One local informant reported that the looted ceramics almost invariably contained or
accompanied burnt fragments of bone, which almost certainly represent the remains of human
cremation. The report of these burnt fragments from Tompe suggests that as early as the thirteenth
century the Luwu Bugis cremated their dead and interred the remains, However, three east-west
oriented duni (boat-shaped coffins) were reportedly found stacked on top of each other at Mangnge;
a fourth was reportedly found at Wale’walae, and a fifth at Arateng. In the Arateng duni, long
bones in a poor state of preservation were observed aligned with the coffin border. A sample of
wood from the Arateng coffin dates to 450+60 BP (ANU-11109), which calibrates to AD 1420-
1490 at one sigma, and AD 1330-1630 at two sigma. That is to say that the chances that the coffin
dates to the fifteenth century are better than 50%. Inhumed east-west burial, occasionally in duni,
was the common mortuary tradition in immediately pre-Islamic times among the Makasars and the
Bajau sea-nomads (Bulbeck 1996-97:1032-4). The report of 92 ceramic vessels in the Mangnge
duni points to the elite social position of its occupant. Moreover, a human skull was reportedly
found in association with the Arateng kacapi. Whether or not these variant burial practices reflect
the presence of Makasars or Bajau, or members of other non-Bugis ethnic groups, they contribute to
the picture of a wealthy cosmopolitan society at ancient Malangke, offering attractive opportunities
for immigrants from many ethnic groups. **

These immigrants almost certainly included Javanese, who may have been responsible for much
of the prosperity and cultural efflorescence at early Malangke. Evidence of the important role
Javanese immigrants played in the economy and the cultural life of the pre-Islamic kingdem is
found at Tampung Jawa (B. ‘foreigners’/Javanese graveyard’) and, in particular, the unique
monumental complex to its west, where lie two earthen mounds approximately 30 metres in
diameter and six metres high, their bases about 30 metres distant from each other. The mounds have

* Some preliminary observations are available on the organic remains excavated from the anaerobic, waterlogged
sediments at Utti Batue. Traces of dammar were noted during the original survey (Bulbeck and Prasetyo 1997) and
Canarium (kemiri) nut husks were frequently noted during the site’s excavation. More recently Malcolm Lillie (pers.
comm.) has identified certain cigar-shaped objects as the burnt remains of an unknown fruit. The abundant wood in the
excavated sediments has been identified as mangrove timber, much of it of high quality. Fish bones and turtle scutes
have also been extracted from the faunal remains which otherwise predominantly reflect domesticated taxa, notably
bovids (cattle or water buffalo). Analysis of the phytoliths from the site is incomplete, so predictions regarding the
consumption of sago and rice are untested.




been systematically looted and large numbers of Majapahit-Javanese-style gold upper-arm
protectors, rings, bracelets, earrings, and petal-shaped foil (probably eyelid covers) were reportedly
recovered. No death masks were recovered. Other reported finds included iron kris and parang
(bush knives), pieces of bronze, and an extraordinary variety of keramik. The frequent discovery of
cremated bone and charcoal leaves small reason to doubt these mounds were reserved for the burial
of Majapahit Javanese.*

Even more remarkably, the looters reported finding bricks across a rectangular area measuring
approximately 70 metres by 30 metres, immediately southeast of the mounds.*” The OXIS team
bored twice into this area and hit brick fragments on one occasion, suggesting several small brick
platforms rather than one large platform. This would agree with Drs Gunadi’s information that a 70
by 30 metre arca could be too large for a single Majapahit structure. Gunadi suggested that the
buildings may have been vihara, places for the instruction and practice of Hindu-Buddhism, rather
than candi. The available information suggests up to several layers of bricks, lying at a depth of
between ¢.40 cm and c. 1.2 metres beneath the ground, with antiques sometimes found lying on the
bricked surface, and sometimes as deep as 50 cm beneath the bricks. Excavation of this major site
would need careful, systematic planning and was not feasible within the few days available for
fieldwork at the time of the site’s inspection. However, we can confidently say that this is the only
known example in South Sulawesi of a ‘classical’ Javanese ceremonial site, and that on current
evidence its use can be dated to approximately the fourteenth century (Figure 2-5).

The OXIS hypotheses for Malangke also included expectations of iron remains. Parang (bush
knives) and kris were reportedly often found during the looting of burial sites. The 1997 survey of
Utti Batue produced a gripped knife, a parang blade, and a curved tang which could have
conceivably once have been part of a kris. Iron fragments were not recovered from the Utti Batue or
Dadekoe 2 excavations, but were recovered from well over half of the Pattimang Tua test pits.
These include a gripped object which could conceivably have been an early, simple Sulawesi-style
kris, and three adjoining fragments from a parang blade. Three of the eleven excavated squares
yielded iron slag and other ironworking debris, and a fourth test pit produced a possible tuyére iron
tube. The circa 30% encounter rate of ironworking evidence in the randomly sampled Pattimang
Tua test pits suggests this activity was a major craft specialization at the site, with as much as 1.6
hectares dedicated to ironworking, Overall, we have undeniable indications that the pre-Islamic
Malangke inhabitants had ready access to iron tools and weapons, and that Pattimang Tua was an
important centre for forging iron.

A pattern of spectacular growth and even more rapid decline in Malangke’s population can be
estimated from the extent of the looted burial grounds. From this observation, an area of 0.1 of a
hectare (33 by 33 metres) would admit 11 x 11 =121 burials; 0.2 of a hectare (45 by 45 metres)

“* The Tampung Jawa mounds evoke comparison with the Karang Karangan and Tambu-Tambu mounds, mentioned
previously, but contrast greatly in terms of size and reported artifactual contents.

*7 Measurable brick fragments varied between 15 and 17 cm in breadth and 3.5 to 4 cm in thickness, similar in size to
Macassar’s seventeenth century fortress bricks, especially those from Tallo and Sanrabone {Bulbeck 1992:738-9).
However, the predominance of thirteenth to fourteenth century sherdage collected from the same area as the bricks
(Figure 2-5) suggests that the Tampung Jawa bricks are much earlier.







