1. The kingdom of Luwu

From the time of the earliest European contact in the sixteenth century of the Common Era until
well into the twentieth century, the Bugis of South Sulawesi were organized into kingdoms.' The
broad outlines of the political histories of the major Bugis kingdoms in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries are known from indigenous historical texts associated with those kingdoms
and, after 1605, from Dutch and other European archival records. While accounts of the foundings
of a few kingdoms, which start in most cases with the appearance of a heavenly-descended being
who is invited to become ruler of a pre-existing agricultural society, can be found in a number of
Bugis texts, the origins of the Bugis kingdoms — the how, when, where and why of their genesis —
have yet to be explained in empirical terms. The largest, and reputedly the oldest, of the Bugis
kingdoms of South Sulawesi was Luwu (Map 1).

1.1 The OXIS Project

OXIS is a quasi-acronym derived from' The Origin of Complex Society in South Sulawesi
Project. OXIS was an international multi-disciplinary research project set up to inquire into the
process of growing social complexity which led to the emergence of the kingdom of Luwu. This
involved fieldwork both in the Gulf of Bone and in the western Cenrana valley, which was formerly
a part of the kingdom of Luwu.

OXIS was sponsored by the Indonesian Institute of Sciences and the National Centre for
Archaeological Research in Jakarta. Funding was provided by the Australian Research Council, the
Wenner-Gren Institute for Anthropological Research, the British Academy, the Australian National
University and the University of Hull. Participating institutions were the Australian National
Universi'ty, the University of Hull, Universitas Hasanuddin, the Indonesian National Centre for
Archaeological Research and the Makassar (formerly Ujung Pandang) Archaeology Office.

The OXIS project arose out of the authors’ previous work in South Sulawesi, beginning with
their PhD theses on the development of kingdoms in South Sulawesi in the fourteenth to sixteenth
centuries AD, viewed from the perspectives of Bugis historical texts (Caldwell 1988) and Makassar
texts and archaeological remains (Bulbeck 1992). In particular, OXIS was inspired by the Survey of
Soppeng Project, the fieldwork for which was carried out in November and December 1986 and
which was funded by the Myer Foundation of Melbourne. The aim of the project was to explore the
potential for combined textual and archaeological research into the early history of the Bugis. On
the basis of information found in Soppeng texts, the project identified and surveyed 15

! A Bugis kingdom is a large political unit occupying a traditional, named territory of between several hundred and
several thousand square kilometres ruled by hereditary leaders ranked around a single noble of either sex who was
regarded as paramount in status. In terms of multilinear cultural evolution (Fagan 1995:28-30), the Bugis kingdoms
were complex chiefdoms or proto-states. The use of the word ‘kingdom” in this monograph is broadly equivalent to the
term ‘complex chiefdom’ used in archaeological discourse.
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archaeological sites over 12 days. By means of imported Chinese and Southeast Asian ceramic
sherdage found at those sites, the project was able to determine the sites’ elite occupation histories
and to reconstruct the growth and consolidation of the Bugis kingdom of Soppeng from ¢.1300
onwards.” The archaeological data shed valuable light on pre-Islamic Bugis historical traditions
through the provision of accurate chronologies of the founding and abandonment of the places
mentioned in the texts, The results of the Survey of Soppeng Project were published in the form of
a report (Kallupa et al. 1989).

The much larger OXIS project was set up by the present authors following the discovery of the
pfe-Islamic palace centre of Luwu at Malangke, on the central alluvial plain of the Gulf of Bone,
and the preliminary identification of the village of Matano, on the northern shore of Lake Matano,
in the mountainous eastern hinterland, as the source of the iron for which Luwu was once famous
(Caldwell 1993). The ifnportance of these sites and their potential for archaeological research were
confirmed by Bulbeck (1995) and funding was sought to finance an international, multidisciplinary
project to explore Luwu’s pre-Islamic history.

OXIS ran for three years, from October 1997 to October 2000. The first year of the project was
spent obtaining various permissions for research, securing additional funding for equipment, and
carrying out preparatory surveys. Excavations in Luwu started in April 1998 and continued, with
rest periods, until March 1999. A final period of fieldwork in the lower and upper Cenrana valley
was carried out over a three week period in July 2000. Basic materials analysis of artifacts from
both regions was carried out at the OXIS laboratory at the Makassar Archaeology Office. More
detailed materials analysis of some artifacts, and pollen and phytolith analyses, are being carried
out at the Australian National University; metallurgical analysis is being done at the University of
Queensland. _

The initial analysis of the data from Luwu and the Cenrana Valley was put out in the form of
two substantial reports (Bulbeck and Bagyo Prasetyo 1999; Bulbeck 2000). The archaeological data
presented in this monograph are based upon these reports and has been updated by Bulbeck. The
historical analysis has been undertaken by Caldwell but owes much to the continuous
communication and sifting of ideas by the authors and other OXIS colleagues.

More than forty archacologists and other scholars participated in OXIS. Sponsorship in
Indonesia was provided by Hasan Ambary and Truman Simanjuntak of the Indonesian National
Centre for Archacology. Senior archaeologists who directed field work crews were Ali Fadillah,
Gunadi, Iwan Sumaniri and Budianto Hakim. Ceramic identifications were assisted by Karaeng
Demmanari. Other participating archaeologists were Adrian di Lello, Tanwir Tane, Ramli M.,
Sarjiyanto, Bernadetta, Andi Fatmawati Umar, Albertinus, Haeruddin, Nani Somba, Muhaeminah,
Citra Andari, Irfan Mahmud, Akin Duli, Najemain, Joni Mappa, Rustam, Mohammad Tang,
Mohammad Basir, Yusriadi and Andi Syafullah, Malcolm Lillie of the Centre for Wetland
Archaeology at the University of Hull carried out the coring of the Cenrana Valley, and Muhlis
Hadrawi of Universitas Hasanuddin assisted with historical research. P.T. Inco helped with
transport between Makassar and Soroako and provided information on its mining and

% All dates are AD unless indicated. Calibrated radiocarbon dates are prefixed BC / AD.



hydroelectricity operations. Advice in the field and during analysis was received from Peter
Bellwood, Geoff Hope (project geomorphologist and palynologist), and Doreen Bowdery (project
phytoliths expert) (all of the Australian National University). The late Len Hogan of the University
of Queensland Department of Mining, Minerals and Materials Engineering carried out metallurgical
analyses. Judith Cameron, Glenn Summerhayes (both of the Australian National University), Ian
Glover (Institute of Archaeology, University College London) and John Miksic (National
University of Singapore) made other critical identifications, Throughout the project, Campbell
Macknight provided support, encouragement and inteliectual direction to OXIS.

1.2 The regions of the study

Luwu comprises the two north-eastern kabupaten (administrative districts) of the province of
South Sulawesi, Indonesia.” Kabupaten Luwu and Luwu Utara (North Luwu) together cover 17,791
square kilometres and include sizeable areas of what are geographically and culturally parts of
Central Sulawesi. Their borders are based on the territorial claims of the Bugis kingdom Luwu, or
Ware” whose authority was once recognised, both in political and in spiritual terms, throughout the
Gulf of Bone and far into the surrounding highlands.* The present kabupaten borders (which are
somewhat reduced when compared to the original kingdom) run north-west from the River Rauang
in the south-west, as far as the remote Takolekajau mountains north of the Seko Pada valley, then
east along a set of ridges lying to the south-west of Lake Poso, then south-east, to encircle the great
rift-valley lakes of Matano and Towuti.

The territory of Luwu can be divided into two distinct topographical zones. A large, high,
mountainous hinterland encircles a smaller coastal alluvial plain stretching from Larompong in the
south-west to the Bay of Ussu in the east. The hinterland mountains are steep and heavily forested,
with occasional peaks of 3,000 metres, interspersed with small, flat-bottomed valleys suitable for
scttled agriculture. The coastal plain can be divided into three smaller plains or regions, defined by
looming mountain ranges which in places approach the coast. The first region lies south of Palopo,
the second extends north-east from Palopo to Wotu, and the third runs from Wotu to Malili in the
east. Much of the coastal plain, which is low and flat — barely exceeding 30 metres in height along
its northern edge — appears to have emerged fairly recently from the sea, perhaps in the mid- to late
Holocene. The plain is prone to flooding, and human communication along the coastline east of
Palopo is still largely by boat, though a well-made modern road runs along the raised, inland edge
of the plain as far as Malili and then up to Lake Matano.

The Cenrana valley connects the great lakes of the Tempe or Walennae depression of the
southern central region with the east coast. Through the valley runs the lower course of the
Walennae river, which changes its name to Cenrana at the point where it turns sharply south-

* Until recently, Luwu comprised a single kabupaten. Indonesian nouns do not indicate number and can be read as
singular or as plural.
? The name Ware’ is also used in Bugis texts to refer to the kingdom of Luwu.




eastward at Sengkang. Deep and fast flowing, the Cenrana is the only river in South Sulawesi
which is navigable by-sea-going vessels along its entire coutse. Since at least 1300 it has provided
an important trade route between the agricultural heartland of the peninsula and the coastal trading
networks of the Indonesian archipelago. Like the Luwu plain, the Cenrana is prone to flooding,
especially along its lower reaches. The upper part of the valley is flanked by raised lands which
provide exceptionally fertile soils suitable for wet rice cultivation, with the result that population
density is much higher in the western valley than in the eastern reaches.

1.3 The historical problem of Luwu

From at least the seventeenth century, outsiders have reported that Luwu was the oldest of the

Bugis kingdoms. Its ruling family was (and still is) accorded a higher status than were the ruling

families of the other kingdoms. Many scholars hold that the Luwu court was the origin of Bugis

elite culture and traditions (e.g. Kern 1939:9; Zainal Abidin 1983:249; Darmawan ef al. 1999:1).

Luwu certainly appears to have been the first South Sulawesi kingdom to exercise power outside of

its traditional borders. According to the Tributary and Domain List of Luwu (Caldwell and Druce

: 1998), by ¢.1600 Luwu laid claim to suzerainty over large areas of Central Sulawesi and western
5 - Southeast Sulawesi.

- - However, Luwu’s sparse written traditions do not appear to support the claim that it is older than

' other Bugis kingdoms. The King List of Luwu, which starts with the kingdom’s heavenly-

descended founder, Simpurusia, lists just 13 rulers before ¢.1600, ten of whom are arguably

historical (Caldwell 1998). A back-dated average reign length of 25 years, a figure based upon

known reign lengths in the sixteenth century (Caldwell 1988:165), would place the earliest of these

rulers between ¢.1350 and ¢. 1375, making his reign contemporary with the well-known listing of

Luwu as a tributary of Majapahit in the mid-fourteenth century Javanese poem Desawarnana

(Negarakrtagama) (Pigeaud 1960-63 volume 3:17; Robson 1995:34). This is a century or so later

than the appearance of the earliest rulers in the Walennae valley and western Cenrana valley with

recognizable Bugis names, who can be backdated by the same method to the mid-thirteenth

century. In short, far from demonstrating that Luwu’s tradition of kingship is older than that of

other Bugis kingdoms, the King List offers no real evidence of organized political life in Luwu
before ¢. 1400 (Caldwell 1998:40).

1.4 Luwu’s relationship with the Cenrana valley
Luwu is linked both in oral and written Bugis traditions with the upper, or western, Cenrana

valley. The settlements of Wage, Tempe, Singkang (modern Sengkang) and Tampangeng, which lie
on the southwest margins of Lake Tempe, are referred to in Bugis historical texts as the ‘lands

* The first two non-mythical rulers, Tampabalusu {(c.1350-c.1375) and Tanrabalusu (c.1375-¢.1400) do not appear to be
part of the main tradition,



which come down from Majapahit’ (B. tana polé ri Mdncapai ) or, alternatively, as the ‘lands that
are kept’ (B. rana ritaroé) (Zainal Abidin 1985:202; Caldwell 1988:41). Both these expressions
indicate that these four settlements are among the oldest of Luwu’s lands, despite the fact that all lie
in the former kingdom of Wajo, far to the southwest of Luwu’s historical borders. This puzzle will
be addressed in Section 3.7.

The upper or western Cenrana valley was home to a Bugis kingdom called Cina, which is
closely linked to Luwu in Bugis epic texts and in some genealogical texts. However, unlike Luwu,

‘Cina has left no firm evidence of its precise location, with the result that this has been a matter of

dispute (Caldwell 1988:210-211; Pelras 1996:60-61). The leading evidence for the existence and
location of Cina comes from the vast Bugis poetic cycle, the La Galigo, a work, or rather a series of
works, of immense intricacy and length which narrate the destinies, over five generations, of
hundreds of individuals of divine descent living in an undetermined period in a number of South
Sulawesi kingdoms (Pelras 1996:32). In the La Galigo, the main protagonist, Sawerigading, the
grandson of the heavenly-descended first ruler of Luwu, marries his cousin, We Cudai’, the
daughter of the ruler of Cina. The kingdom of Cina is depicted in various episodes of the epic as a
sister-kingdom to Luwu, and Cina is the point of departure of many episodes (Koolthof 1999:371).
In the epic, the kingdom of Cina has two political centres, Cina r1 Aja and Cina ri Lau’ (B. “West
and East Cina’), which lie somewhere along the Cenrana valley. The main palace complex (B.
allangkanangngé) is located on a hill called La Tanete (B. ‘hill ridge’) (Kern 1989:225,231,241),
which is identified by many Bugis with the low hill at the settlement of Sarepao in the western
Cenrana valley.

Viewed from a geographical perspective, Cina comprises what appears to be a coalition of
agricultural polities scattered along the Cenrana and Soppeng valleys. Lists of the constituent
settlements of Cina vary from one text to another (the La Galigo is a collection of independent
narratives structured around a complex genealogy) but the general picture is of a large, prosperous
kingdom drawing on the agricultural resources of the western Cenrana and the Soppeng valleys, as
far inland as the present-day kabupaten capital Watassoppeng.

Cina is rarely mentioned in Bugis historical texts (B. attoriolong), nor can a kingdom of Cina be
identified in Portuguese or Dutch sources. Where the name Cina is mentioned in historical texts, in
most cases it appears as a source of ascriptive status for the founders of other kingdoms, which are
traditionally considered less ancient. An example of this is the prince of Cina who, while out
hunting, founds the kingdom of Wajo (Noorduyn 1955:157).

Cina’s near-absence from the historical texts of South Sulawesi is accounted for in Bugis
historiography by the tradition that La Sangajipammana (B. ‘His Majesty the Father of Pammana’),
the childless, twenty-second ruler of Cina, requested that the name of the kingdom be changed to
his own, and that after his death Cina was renamed Pammana (Zainal Abidin 1983:219-220). The
tradition is apocryphal (Caldwell 1988:207), but suggests a change in the name of the dominant
political power in the western Cenrana valley, and perhaps also a relocation of its palace centre.

With regard to the kingdom’s chronology, valuable information is found in the traditional list of
Cina’s 20 to 22 rulers. This list can be related to a detailed genealogy of more than 100 individuals




which was written to provide an appropriate pedigree for La Tenritatta Arung Palakka, the
seventeenth century ruler of Bone. Starting with a divie founder, this genecalogy names 16
generations of nobles at a number of settlements in the upper or western Cenrana valley, down to
La Tenritatta. The central line of this genealogy. is the King List of Cina. Marriages -between the
ruling family of Cina and the ruling family of the kingdom of Soppeng, recorded in both kingdoms’
genealogies, suggest that 13 members of the traditional king list of Cina were historical figures
(Caldwell 1988:81-87). La Tenritatta’s genealogy also contains two very important references to
Luwu, which are examined in Section 3.7.

1.5 The La Galigo and atforiolong texts

In contrast to the interest shown in the early history of the islands of western Indonesia such as
Sumatra, Java and Bali, very little research has been carried out into the early history of the Bugis
kingdoms of South Sulawesi. The reason for this comparative neglect stems partly from the absence
in South Sulawesi of Indic-influenced monumental architecture and inseriptions. Bugis kingdoms
have, however, left written records that refer to individuals and events as early as ¢.1300. Most
recent research on the pre-Islamic Bugis kingdoms has been carried out by locally-born scholars
(e.g. Abdurrazak 1964, 1967a, 1967b, 1968; Zainal Abidin 1969, 1971, 1974, 1975, 1983, 1985,
1999), who have built on a useful base of earlier Dutch scholarship, especially the work of Matthes,
Cense and Noorduyn.

Much of this research has been based upon information referring to the pre-Islamic period found
in the Bugis chronicles and genealogies. These texts are written on nineteenth and twentieth century
European paper in an indigenous script of Indic origin and contain information dating from around
1300. These texts were evidently copied from older manuscript texts which were based on diverse
oral and written sources from earlier centuries (Pelras 1979; Caldwell 1988). The nature of Bugis
historical chronicles has been examined by Noorduyn (1961, 1965) and the influences which led to
their composition have been considered by Macknight (1997).

As well as genealogies and chronicles, South Sulawesi scholars have drawn also upon the Bugis
epic poem La Galigo, which is believed by many scholars to refer to a period before the fourteenth
century (e.g. Zainal Abidin 1974:162; Pelras 1996:36). However, the type of society depicted in the
La Galigo is very different from that depicted in the historical chronicles of South Sulawesi. The
rulers of the La Galigo are autocratic to an extent not met with in historical sources, and the
political ordering of the South Sulawesi landscape is only partially recognizable. There is little
reference to rice cultivation; instead, the political economy of the L.a Galigo kingdoms is based on
trade with other parts of the Indonesian archipelago. Even the physical geography of the peninsula
is different: in the La Galigo, a huge inland sea enables sea-going vessels to sail from east to west
across the peninsula, from the mouth of the Cenrana river to the west-coast port of Suppa (Pelras
1996:62,66).°

® The differences in the physical geography of South Sulawesi are examined in Caldwell and Lillie (in press).



The task of reconciling the picture of the past found in the La Galigo materials with that derived
from the éhronicles,_ from archacology, and from external sources, requires considerable
methodological and theoretical sophistication. Most often, South Sulawesi historians have placed
the characters and events of the La Galigo in a period earlier than those of the historical texts,

‘which record the rise of agricultural kingdoms. This chronology of sources has been adopted by

several western scholars, the most recent of whom is Christian Pelras (1996) in his excellent
ethnographic study of the Bugis. Following this indigenous chronology of sources, Pelras divides

 the history of the Bugis into three periods. These are: an ‘early Bugis period’ (or ‘Age of Galigo’)

lying between approximately 1100 and 1300, from which the only written sources come from the
La Galigo cycle (Pelras 1996:36), a short ‘period of anarchy” (or ‘Age of Chaos’) which ended or
greatly modified the social and political institutions and practices of the ‘Age of Galigo’, and the
historical period stafting ¢.1400 for which historians can rely on Bugis chronicles supplemented by
external sources (Pelras 1996:56)."

Pelras’ historical chronology of South Sulawesi can be set out as follows:

Before 1100 Prehistoric period Small chiefdoms based on swidden or
| ladang (settled, dry field) cultivation

1100-1300 Early Bugis period Kingdoms based on trade with other parts of
or ‘Age of Galigo’ the Indonesian archipelago

1300-1400 Period of anarchy Breakdown of political and social
or ‘Age of Chaos’ institutions as a result of rapid economic

change
1400 onwards Historical period Rise of new kingdoms based on agriculture

The *Age of Chaos’ proposed by Pelras (1996:56) is based, in part, upon a leitmotif found at the
beginning of a some historical texts. This leitmotif ranges from the simple statement that ‘the rulers
that went up to the age of La Galigo were no more’ (Caldwell 1988:109) to an elaborate depiction
of an age of political and social disorder, following the demise of the semi-divine rulers of the ‘Age
of Galigo’ (Macknight and Mukhlis in preparation). Pelras sees very clearly that this scheme is
based upon the view of the past held by the Bugis themselves. To describe it is part of his
ethnographic intent:

‘By putting together pieces of information scattered throughout texts from the La Galigo
cycle and setting them against oral tradition one can obtain a picture of the political situation
and state of civilization in South and Central Sulawesi and the surrounding world before the
fourteenth century; this may or may not tally with the reality, but its coherence and
plausibility are striking. Later research will perhaps permit scholars to distinguish among
fact, anachronism and fiction’ (Pelras 1996:61).

7 Age of Galigo’ and ‘Age of Chaos’ (equivalents of the Indonesian terms zaman Galigo and zaman kacau balau) are
our terms, corresponding to Pelras’ *early Bugis period’ and ‘period of anarchy’.




The existence of a culturally and politically distinct ‘Age of Galigo’ and a short ‘Age of Chaoes’
will be 'criticallly examined in this monograph. Apart from the brief survey of the central region of
Soppeng in 1986, which served as a test bed for OXIS’ methods and organization (Kallupa et al.
1989), almost all archaeological research relevant to this period of early Bugis history has been
carried out by Indonesian archaeologists without external support. As far as the present authors are
aware, little of this research has focused on the areas studied by OXIS, with the important exception
of Irfan Mahmud’s survey of Benteng Tompotikka (1993), which focuses on the period after 1600.

1.6 Luwu as an entrepot and comparisons with other studies

Building on earlier work, we propose that Luwu’s early economy involved the movement of
produce from the uplands to a coastal centre, there to be exchanged for imported goods. Bronson’s
(1977) simple upstream-downstream ‘functional model’ for coastal Southeast Asian polities
provides a useful starting point. The model’s theoretical reliance on river basin systems is, at first
sight, inappropriate for Luwu, which has no navigable river of significant length. However, the
river valleys of Central Sulawesi (the source of the iron and other trade goods upon which the
economy of the Bugis kingdom of Luwu rested) have long been used as overland trade routes.
These rivers flow down from the mountains and cross the alluvial plain in a north-south direction
on their journey to the sea. As late as 1960, much of the central plain between Palopo and Wotu
was covered with secondary forest, while the coast was lined with mangrove swamps, making east-
west communication difficult. It is therefore possible to visualise the entire region of Luwu as a
single catchment area, with the river valleys and sea coast providing well-defined lines of
communication and trade. Following Bronson’s model, coastal centres along the coastal plain
should be in direct competition with each other, while tension over exchange of goods should exist
between a coastal centre and its trading partner higher in the ‘dendritic’ hinterland network.

Competition between coastal centres should over time produce victors, which would then
operate as regional entrepots, with other coastal centres reduced to collecting centres. This model
differs from Bronson’s model only to the extent that their connection to the central place was via
the coast rather than the lower reaches of a major river. From an initial state of numerous small,
competing coastal centres, one such centre should expand as the result of centralising the collection
of hinterland produce transported down to each of the coastal trading centres, in order to
monopolise its onward distribution. This pre-eminent centre or entrepot should be the natural
residence of the rulers of Luwu. The palace-centre entrepot may later move to a logistically
superior location as trading and collecting patterns change, but the continuation of Luwu as an
integrated polity should be synonymous with the continued existence of a single, dominant
entrepot. As noted by Caldwell (1993, 1994), the Malangke region was the site of Luwu’s main
entrepot from at least the sixteenth to the early seventeenth century.

Bronson proposed Sumatra and Borneo as the two places where his model should best apply.
Suitable examples in Sumatra would include Srivijaya (Manguin 1992), Kota Cina (Edwards



McKinnon 1996), Borneo, Brunei (Bellwood and Matussin bin Omar 1980), Kutai (Edwards
McKinnon in preparation), Sambas, Pontianak, Tanjung Pura, Kotawaringin, Sampit, Banjarmasin
and Pasir (Ali Fadillah 1998). However, there is a fundamental difference between the examples
discussed above and Luwu. The coasts of Sumatra, Borneo, and West Malaysia, on which these

“polities were located, all lie on the major maritime trade routes through early historical Southeast

Asia (Pluvier 1995:3,5,16). Trading centres along these coasts were involved in the trade flowing
between China in the north-east and South Asia in the west. Direct exposure to this great coastal
trading network may have stimulated local exploration for tradeable products, including goods that
could be substituted for more expensive products already in demand (Wolters 1967). By contrast,
Luwu lay well away from the international maritime network, The nearest coastal points of this
network were the southwest and southeast coasts of Sulawesi, which lay on a maritime route which
ran between the northeast coast of Java and the Moluccas (Evers 1991:146).

Direct comparisons for Luwu can only be made with other coastal trading termini that lay off the
major maritime thoroughfares. Maluku appears at first sight to be a possible comparison. For more
than 2,000 years Maluku has been a trading terminus, exchanging cloves and nutmeg for goods
brought from the islands in the west (Andaya 1993; Bellwood 1998). However, the natural sources
of these spices are small islands, which became political and economic centres. Also, unlike Luwu,
the islands of Ternate, Tidore and Banda had no need to concentrate hinterland produce at
accessible coastal locations. The larger Maluku islands, and neighbouring Irian Jaya, had rugged
interiors; Maluku’s trade, however, was dominated by coastal and sub-coastal produce (e.g.
tortoise-shell and spices). The accessibility of the major Maluku entrepots, all located on small
islands, exposed them to early interference by the expanding European powers (Andaya 1993).

The larger Philippine islands provide a better comparison with Luwu. The economy of
Mangindanao, which rose to prominence in southwest Mindanao in the seventeenth century,
depended at least in part on trading rainforest produce brought downriver from the mountainous
hinterland (Laarhoven 1990). Butuan, on the mouth of the Masao river at the other end of
Mindanao, traded local and trans-shipped resources from the tenth century onwards, and developed
into a stratified society at some stage before the sixteenth century (Ronquillo 1987; Ronquillo and
Tan 1994). Tanjay, on the east coast of Negros, developed into an exemplary case of the type of
coastal centre envisaged by Bronson, largely by monopolising the onward distribution of tropical
rainforest produce brought down the Tanjay river. Tanjay continually increased its size between
¢.500 to ¢.1000 and again between c.1400 to ¢.1600, while the associated settlement hierarchy
upriver grew correspondingly more complex (Junker 1994). By the early sixteenth century, Manila
was in the process of developing into an indigenous state and the largest entrepot in the Philippines
(Reid 1993), presumably in large part because of the exploitable fields of gold, copper, silver and
lead in Luzon’s hinterland (Wolf 1981; Bronson 1992). However, by the early second millennium
AD the Chinese junk trade had penetrated Philippine waters (Reid 1993; Junker 1994), and the
islands lay vulnerable to early Spanish colonisation because of ready access by ship.

Luwu, by contrast, lay in a remote corner of island Southeast Asia, and was free of direct
colonial interference until very late in the nineteenth century. Early European visitors were aware of







